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From the Principal…
Dear Parents and Carers,
Open Day & School Tours
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We have had strong interest in our school for Foundation 2022. A large number of future families having already
By Stuart Boyle
taken a tour of Belgrave South and we have received many enrolment applications for next year already. If you
have friends with kinder aged children, please encourage them to contact me to arrange a time to take a tour. I
would be delighted to show them around our wonderful school.
If you have a sibling that will be attending Foundation at Belgrave South Primary School in 2022, please make
sure that you collect an enrolment pack from the General Office.
Our Open Day is fast approaching and will be held during Education Week on Thursday 20th May between 9am
and 11am. Tours will be conducted on this day for families with children starting school next year. The school
will also be open on Saturday 25th May between 10:30am and 12:30pm to allow families of future Foundation
students that may not be able to take time away from work to book a tour as well.
Working Bee and Grounds Improvement
Our school grounds are looking wonderful and we have many projects in the pipeline.
Our next working bee is planned for Sunday 16th May between 10am and 12 midday and our focus will be on
further development of the kitchen garden precinct with the installation of our green fence that will run the
complete length of the school oval. There will also be some planting and landscaping work around our
basketball courts and some painting of the covered walkway poles and basketball poles with reflective paint that
needs to be completed. A BBQ lunch will be provided for the work crew and their families when we have
finished our jobs. If you are able to attend, please contact the office to register so that we can make sure we
have the right materials ready and for catering purposes.
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I would like to thank Georgina Gray and Doug Taylor for their incredible efforts over the recent school holidays in
helping to remove and replace sections of the retaining walls on the oval. Thanks as well to Brendan Whitecross
and Dale Edmondson for their assistance with some weed slashing and mowing in our new precinct. Thanks to
Steve Tyler for spreading the mulch with his digger on the nature strip along Gilmore Court, it looks fantastic!
Mother’s Day Stall
The Mother’s Day Stall will run on Friday 7th May. Every grade will have the opportunity to visit the stall and
purchase something for Mum. Dads take note – make sure you are organised! Mums – if you are the newsletter
reader, perhaps highlight this paragraph and leave it somewhere strategic.
Environmental Learning Centre
We had a visit from the Acting Premier and Minister for Education, Mr. James Merlino, and representatives from
the Victorian Schools Building Authority to tour our new Environmental Learning Centre and kitchen garden.
The building is mere days away from completion and will be in use by our students and community groups within
weeks. Our visitors were incredibly impressed with what we have achieved and the standard of the building that
we have delivered. They were equally impressed with our vision for the use of our precinct to support learning
and community development.
One exciting element of the project will be the establishment of a Community Hub which will provide a program
of learning and events for the wider community that will be run by the school. We will be forming a steering
committee to support this work and will be calling for interested parties very shortly.
Anzac Service
Our ANZAC service was held at school on Friday 23rd April. A very moving service led by our senior students. The
superb readings of stories and poems of significance provided us with the opportunity to pay our respect to our
fallen soldiers as a school community. I must congratulate all the students involved in marking this occasion this
year and acknowledge the efforts of Mrs. Price and Mr. Hodgson in preparing our students to lead such a
wonderful tribute.
Our Grade 6 students also held their amazing Australians at War expo that formed part of their Australians at
War unit on Wednesday evening. Once again, I was left feeling immensely proud of our students for the effort
that they invested in the completion of their projects and in putting together their presentation for a very
successful evening. It is wonderful to see our students exploring different aspects of our history and becoming
the custodians of their own family stories.
Congratulations Mrs. Cameron
Just in time for Mother’s Day, Mrs. Cameron and her husband welcomed their first child, Poppy Mae, to the
world on Thursday. Such a special time for their family with many wonderful moments to cherish. I can only
imagine all the incredible things that Poppy Mae will see and experience in her lifetime in a world that changes
so quickly. Welcome to the world Poppy Mae, we can’t wait to meet you.
NAPLAN
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for students in Years 3 and 5 will take
place on the 11th – 13th May. These tests can create uncertainty for some children and families – especially if it is
the first time that they have encountered the tests. It is important to remember that the NAPLAN assessments
are a measure of the skills developed over a student’s time at school not just in the weeks leading up to the
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tests. The tests will be administered by the grade teachers in normal classrooms. Please speak to your child’s
teacher, Mrs Ould or myself if you have any concerns about the NAPLAN.
Have a wonderful fortnight ahead.
Stuart Boyle
Principal

Curriculum News…
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)
In 2021, most students across Australia will sit NAPLAN Online. Our students will be participating in NAPLAN
Online.
The NAPLAN Online assessment starts on Tuesday 11 May and finishes on Friday 21 May 2021. Year 3 students
will complete the writing test on paper.
What is NAPLAN?
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual national assessment for
all students in Years 3, 5, 7, and 9.
All students in these year levels are expected to participate in tests in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy.
All government and nongovernment education authorities have contributed to the development of NAPLAN
materials.
Why do students do NAPLAN tests?
NAPLAN is the measure through which governments, education authorities, schools, teachers and parents can
determine whether or not young Australians are meeting important educational outcomes in literacy and
numeracy. The tests provide parents and schools with an understanding of how individual students are
performing at the time of the tests. They also provide schools, states and territories with information about
how education programs are working and which areas need to be prioritised for improvement.
The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals which can be used to
improve student achievement.
NAPLAN tests are one aspect of the school’s assessment and reporting process, and do not replace the
extensive, ongoing assessments made by teachers about each student’s performance.
What will be tested, and how?
NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life, such as
reading, writing, spelling, grammar and numeracy. The content of each test is informed by the National
Statements of Learning for English and Mathematics which underpin state and territory learning frameworks.
Questions are multiple-choice or require a short written response.
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Who will run the tests?
NAPLAN tests are conducted at schools and administered by classroom teachers, Assistant Principal or the
Principal.
Each state and territory is responsible for marking the tests in accordance with strict guidelines and processes.
Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. The report will describe your child’s
particular skills in reading, writing, language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.
The report will also show how your child performed in relation to national minimum standards. These describe
the minimum acceptable standards for students across Australia.
For more information about the tests, please visit the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAPLAN
website at www.nap.edu.au
If you have any questions please contact me or your child’s teacher.
Anzac Service
Last Friday morning our grade 6 students led a very moving and respectful ANZAC service at school.
It gave us the opportunity to pay our respects as a school community as the students provided
wonderful and significant readings, poems and songs. We were very proud of the grade 6 students
in the way they conducted themselves as they marked this seldom occasion. We acknowledge the efforts of Mrs
Price, Mr Hodgson and Katarina Mizzi in preparing our students to lead such a superb tribute.
This was followed by their remarkable presentations and expo displays that formed part of their Australians at
War unit on Wednesday evening in our hall.
WE ARE A LEAD SCHOOL
Belgrave South PS has been implementing Respectful Relationships as a Partner School since the beginning of
the RR initiative in 2017. Belgrave South has been recently recognised as a Lead School in the implementation of
Respectful Relationships.
We are excited to be taking on the role of Lead School and look forward to working with other partner schools in
our area.
This year we are implementing two additional targeted programs that align well with our overall RR classroom
program.
In Term 1 we have worked with Anglicare as they delivered their Peaceful Warriors program to a cohort of upper
school male students. Peaceful Warriors is an innovative program aimed at building healthy masculinities with
boys and explores issues of identify, resilience, friendships, consent and healthy relationships. The program
included adventure days where the group were able to experience caving, rock climbing and canoeing trips.
The sessions were incredibly well received by the boys and in the evaluations their main complaint was “that it
didn’t go long enough”! Anglicare were highly professional and put together a fabulous team of male facilitators
and volunteer mentors to run the program after hours at school.
This term we are partnering with The Human Development Workshop to deliver a program to our Grade 6 girls.
The program will assist students to develop independence, teamwork, conflict resolution skills and assertive
communication. It also has a focus on student voice and agency with the Grade 6 girls working in student action
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teams to mentor younger students around problem solving, making strong choices, resilience and building good
and respectful relationships. We look forward to watching this program unfold!
‘I know I can’t change the way I look. But maybe, just maybe, people can change the
way they see.’
From We’re All Wonders By R.J Palacio
Learning is everywhere
The Forest Classroom is a facility helping primary students connect with their local environment, based at
Ferntree Gully Picnic Ground. The centre supports learning about natural environments, cultural heritage and
sustainability.
Last term the grade 6 students had the opportunity to attend the Forest Classroom for a week. Alexis, Karli and
Loralie have provided a written reflection on the learning that took place for them in the Forest classroom.
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FREE PARENT WORKSHOPS
Cire Community Hub, Chirnside Park are providing a range of free parenting workshops for the community.
Topics include, Connection Based Parenting, Raising Boys and Raising Girls. Please see attached flyer for more
information.

Amazing Writing in Grade 6
Below are examples of the type of Writing that is happening in grade 6.
The students wrote their piece of writing using this picture as the stimulus.
Though the forest it once was, now it is just a charred land filled with disease. The
deafening gunfire and the repetitive yelling of horrified men. Branches falling from
left and right spooking us as if we were about to get ambushed. Shaking nonstop
thinking of who we lost and how we lost them. Looking at our reflection though the mirror like water. My face
feels like concrete, covered in mud, dried and stuck. Wooden planks catching my eye as the unstable bridge
starts to collapse. All l can feel is the thick and deep brown coloured mud. Frightened of what is yet to come.
Karli
Sweat trickling down his flushed, exhausted cheeks. Max Walter marched gracefully in formation over the
rotting, wooden bridge. Seeing danger in front of him as he lead the 19th battalion into war. As he looked out
into the distance he saw the charred trees, shrub and underbrush. He could smell the fatal smoke that the
bombs and shells released. He could hear people moaning and keeling over dead. The sound of the wind howling
rushed past them. Blood trickled into his mouth so he could taste the feeling of what was to come... Louis
The five soldiers marched, downtrodden across the makeshift rickety bridge that had been fashioned merely
hours ago. It was made to carry soldiers over the muddy wasteland that had been bombed the day before. Even
the crows hadn't come to peck at the remains of ally corpses. The smoke still hadn't dissipated from the bombs
and a feeling of death hung in the air. The smell of charred trees and gun smoke was all to evident. As the decay
in the trees began to seep in a singular tree in the distance crashed to the ground, echoing through the dead
land. The final soldiers to cross the bridge had then been ordered to destroy it, to leave no evidence of their
passing. They then continued on to join ally forces in the West. A feeling of fear gnawed at the pit of their
stomach as they reluctantly trudged towards their next, and possibly last, battle. Ed
The sorrow filled soldiers quickly filed out of the fire filled ghostly like forest and clambered over the broken and
charred bridge, leaving the distant gunfire and blood curdling screams behind them where they knew that the
war was still going on, while slowly but surely they make it across the bridge when they are accompanied by
fellow Australian soldiers. They breathe a sigh of relief who while they all quickly move to the hospital tent with
them so the nurses can tend to their near fatal wounds from shrapnel, bullets and grenades. All shook from the
battle they had just faced they all ran even with the wounds that they have they still ran! And as fast as they can
as well. Trying to get to the safety of the nurses tents and away from the war at their heels. Nico
Dead black trees bent down to the core and solders walking in a unsettling feeling. Breathing in smoke from all
the bombs and gunshots. Swamps surrounding the burnt trees. Fog covering the ground and sky. Soldiers
regretting their decision of coming to the traumatising war. Walking to safety and nervously thinking what will
the future hold for them. Allanah
Carol Ould
Assistant Principal
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A message from Mandy…
Parenting - in the current COVID normal
Parenting after a year of pandemic living can be yet another adjustment. Whilst families are mostly happy to be
returning to somewhat normal, a year of the pandemic has taken an emotional toll. Parents might feel
exhausted and drained after last year or worried about what this next year holds and how to make decisions for
our family in this new stage. The article below explores some of these issues and the importance of looking after
your own mental wellbeing. It is a US article, however many of the themes will resonate with parents here.
Take care
Mandy (School Chaplain)
https://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/entry/parenting-pandemic-decision-fatigue_l_60463e13c5b660a0f38a6b3c

The Emotional Weirdness Of Parenting
As The World Slowly Opens Up Again
We're at a more hopeful point in the pandemic, but there
are still so many questions — and "decision fatigue" is
grinding parents down.
www.huffingtonpost.com.au

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and
sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care
Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special
consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the
school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year,
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9754 2505 and ask for an
application form.
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department of
Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page.
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as
possible.
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Important Dates…
MAY
Friday 7th

MOTHER’S DAY STALL

Tues 11 – Fri 14th

NAPLAN

Sunday 16th

WORKING BEE – Grade 3 and 4

Mon 17th – Fri 21st

Education Week

Thursday 20th

OPEN DAY – 9am – 11am

Friday 21st

District Cross Country

Saturday 22nd

School Tours – 10:30 – 11:30am and 11:30am – 12:30pm

Wednesday 26th

School Council Meeting – 7pm

Thursday 27th

GRADES 3 – 6 – House Athletics

JUNE
Tuesday 1st

Division Cross Country

Thursday 3rd

GRADES 5 & 6 – Winter Interschool Sports

Thursday 10th

GRADE 2 – Healesville Sanctuary Excursion

Monday 14th

Queen’s Birthday Holiday
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Wednesday 16th

GRADE 4 – Melbourne Museum Excursion

Wednesday 23rd

School Council Meeting – 7pm

Thursday 24th

Last Day Term 2 – 3:30pm dismissal

Friday 25th

WHOLE SCHOOL – CURRICULUM DAY

JULY
Monday 12th

Start of Term 3

Mon 12th – Fri 16th

GRADES 5 & 6 – Coonawarra Camp Farm Resort

AUGUST
Thursday 5th

WHOLE SCHOOL – Olympics Day
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