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From the Principal…
Dear Parents and Carers,
Extending a warm welcome back to our students and families after the snap circuit breaker lockdown. Again,
our community navigated their way through this with great resilience and with exceptional support for our
staff
and school.
By
Stuart
Boyle While we are well placed as a country in tackling the impact of COVID, it would be unwise of
us to assume that we will not experience situations like this again. Our staff are well prepared and have plans
in place despite the fact that we hope not to have to use them.
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Student Leadership
Our student leaders for 2021 were announced to the whole school at our last assembly. This officially marks
the start of the leadership journey for our senior students. Our School Captains and Vice Captains, House
Captains and Portfolio holders have a year of growth and opportunity ahead of them. It is an exciting time for
our young leaders with the implementation of student project teams which requires increased responsibility
and accountability for them as they lead improvement projects across all areas of our school. They will be
called on many times to organise whole school events, represent our school and act as ambassadors in the
wider community. This will be a very challenging journey but also one that will develop greater responsibility,
resilience and confidence in our students. I would like to congratulate all of our student leaders for 2021 and I
look forward to sharing this journey with them.
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Our student leaders for 2021 are:

2021 Leadership Positions
School Captains

Ed G

Allanah H

School Vice Captains

Olivia C

Karli G

Bass House Captains

Chelsea L

Zeke G

Flinders House Captains

Keagan W

Nico W

Batman House Captains

Chase C

Phoenix G

Fawkner House Captains

Cody S

Zeth S-T

Numeracy Captain

Louis D

Literacy Captain

Alexis A

Technology Captains

Jesse S

Keaton H

Library Captains

Sam F – De C

Chloe E

Erin G

School Operations Captains

Jett T

Jai H

Chelsea H

Science Captain

Indie B

Japanese Captain

Loralei O

Environmental Captains

Logan M

Patrick W

Olivia W

Kitchen Garden Captains

Ned P

Charlie G

Junior School Council Captains

Ella A

Leoness L

Art Captains

Lily D

Colby T

Music Captain

Ava T

Performing Arts Captain

Gypsy V S – L

Hospitality Leader

Aurora W

Prep Monitor

Amelia E

Tarkyn M

Play Leaders

Aurora G

Milleah S

Welcome to Foundation Picnic and Assembly
We had our Welcome to Foundation BBQ last Friday evening to celebrate our Foundation students completing
their first month at school. It was a wonderful way for our Foundation families to get to know each other and
make new connections and friendships. We were extremely fortunate that we were still able to run the event
in line with our COVID safe plan.
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It was also a special assembly for our Foundation students and families as our Foundation Team presented our
new students with certificates to recognise their outstanding start to school. I am very proud of our new
Foundation students for the enthusiasm they have shown in starting their learning journey and for the
incredible energy that they bring to our Junior School Centre.
Vale Mrs Jillian Sales
We received some sad news during the week that Jill Sales, a former teacher of Belgrave South Primary School,
had passed away. Many members of our community would have known Jill or been fortunate enough to have
had her as a teacher when they attended our school. She is remembered fondly by the members of our team
that worked alongside her and, I am sure, by the thousands of students whose lives she positively influenced
throughout her career.
From Dick Bartley, former BSPS Principal (1987 – 2007)
Mrs Jillian Sales passed away on Tuesday this week after a very short illness.
Jill taught at Belgrave South Primary School for over 12 years. Many students, parents and staff will remember
her as a very dedicated teacher who not only taught the basics very professionally but was willing to endure
the sand and rain at the Grade 6 camp at Wilson's Prom and regularly organise another extra, the Annual
School Musical. Jill made a great impact on the students at Belgrave South. She will be greatly missed by her
family, her colleagues and this school community.
Our sincere condolences to Jill’s family on behalf of all the staff here at BSPS.
Swimming Trials and District Swimming
Congratulations to all the students who participated in the swimming trials and to those that progressed
through to the District competition last week. It is excellent to see interschool sport resume and it was such a
highlight of my day to visit the pool and watch our students competing in the relay events. I would like to thank
Mr Anderson for his efforts in planning the interschool sporting calendar for all the schools in the Dandenong
Ranges especially in such an uncertain climate. His commitment to school sport and school involvement is
outstanding.
Tutor Learning Initiative
The Tutor Learning Initiative has been funded by the Victorian Government to support students whose learning
was severely disrupted as a result of COVID-19. Our approach to the implementation of this initiative will
involve a blended model of one-to-one targeted teaching, small group instruction and whole class workshops
extending across all year levels and through the entire school year. In addition to this, all students will have an
additional hour of Mathematics in their weekly curriculum focusing on strategic competence (representing and
solving problems) and adaptive reasoning (logical thought and solution justification).
Our teaching team have used the evidence of student learning and some additional standardised testing
measures conducted in December 2020 to identify students who would benefit from additional tuition support
across the strands of English and Mathematics.
Identified students will have an Individual Learning Plan which will identify the tuition focus and learning goals
and learning strategies to be used. Program support will be offered to students in the areas of Reading and
Viewing, Writing, Speaking and Listening, Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics
and Probability. Parent letters inviting participation will be sent home next week.

3

BELGRAVE SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER | Issue #2

School Council Outcome
Following the closing date for nominations for school council as published in the last edition of our school
newsletter, we have received four nominations for the four vacancies in the Parent Membership category.
I therefore declare elected the parents that nominated for this category; Karen Penwarden, Lesley Wiadrowski,
Simone Gilbert and Anthony Jones.
Two nominations were received for the two vacancies in the DET Employee category. I declare elected Carol
Ould and Leigh Hodgson.
I am looking forward to working with a wonderfully supportive and proactive school council again this year as
we continue to make our school the best that it can be.
Hot-Cross-Bun-A-Thon
Thanks for supporting our Easter hot cross bun fundraiser – remember to get your orders in via QKR or through
the main office.
Compass Workshops
We have held parent workshops for our new families to guide them through how to use Compass covering how
to log in, locating report cards, entering and approving student absences and checking what the current learning
focus for your child is in each area of their learning program.
If you were not able to attend and need any support with Compass, please contact the office. We can make a
time with you to guide you through the essentials.
Gateways
We are very excited to be hosting Gateways learning programs again this year with the first sessions
commencing next term. Gateways is a gifted and talented education program and provides an opportunity for
students across a range of schools to come together and explore new topics connected to Science and
Technology, Mathematics and Language Arts. There are programs running for students in Grade 1-2, 3-4 and 56. If you would like any additional information please contact the office or Mr. Stafford.
Have a wonderful fortnight ahead.
Stuart Boyle
Principal

A message from Mandy…
Introducing the Chaplaincy program
My name is Mandy Stevens and I have been the chaplain at Belgrave South Primary for 6 years now. I thought
it might be a good opportunity to provide a bit of information about me personally for those who don’t know
me and to let new parents know a bit more about the chaplaincy program.
I am a qualified primary teacher who has also worked in a range of welfare and community programs. I have
worked with children, adolescents, families and adults. Currently my other part time job involves training
teachers and other professionals in the area of respectful relationships and preventing gender based violence.
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The role of chaplain is to support the emotional wellbeing of students by providing pastoral care services. It is
a wellbeing role rather than a religious role (unless a family requests that I support their child in this way which
I am happy to do). As a chaplain I am concerned about the wellbeing of the whole school community which
includes students, families and staff. I might provide educational programs to students dealing with topics
such as friendships, improving self-esteem and resilience or ways to deal with anxiety or grief/loss issues. I see
children individually if parents feel there is a need and this would usually involve spending time with the child
doing an activity they like (craft, games etc) whilst getting to know them and allowing them a trusted space to
work through any issues they have. I love working with children to support them in achieving their best and in
being as healthy and happy as they can be.
Please feel free to come and speak with me about any issue or just to introduce yourself. I work on Wednesdays
and Thursdays although I occasionally swap days. My office is in the BER near the prep classrooms. I am
available to speak with parents about any issue – big or small and can be contacted via Robyn or Shelley in the
office. If you would like me to support your child there is a permission form that needs to be signed by
parents/carers and this is available in the office or from your child’s teacher.
I’m looking forward to working in your community again this year and supporting your lovely children.
For some back to school tips (for parents) the following might be useful:
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/parents-fifteen-questions-replace-how-was-school-today-elena-aguilar
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/how-to-cope-with-back-to-school-anxiety
https://www.edutopia.org/article/helping-students-autism-transition-new-school-year-elizabeth-barnes
https://www.psycom.net/social-anxiety-how-to-help-kids
https://www.ahaparenting.com/blog/10_Ways_To_Guide_Children_Without_Discipline

Important Dates…
MARCH
Friday 12th

Regional Swimming

Tuesday 16th

WHOLE SCHOOL – PHOTOS

Mon 22nd – Fri 26th

GRADE 6 – Forest Classroom

Wednesday 24th

District Tennis

Thursday 25th

District Tennis

APRIL
Thursday 1st

Division Tennis
PREP – GRADE 2 - Easter Bonnet Parade
PREP – GRADE 2 – Fun Run
Last Day Term 1 – Dismissal 2:30pm

Monday 19th

Start of Term 2
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and
sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care
Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special
consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the
school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year,
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9754 2505 and ask for an
application form.You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the
Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. Check with the school
office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as possible.
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