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   FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER – FRIDAY 3RD MAY   

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Open Day & School Tours 

Our Open Day is fast approaching and will be held during Education Week on Thursday 23rd May between 9am 
and 11am.   It is a wonderful opportunity for you to call in and visit the classrooms of your child and join in with 
the learning that is taking place.  I hope you are able to join us on the day to see learning in action.  We will also 
be holding tours on this day for families with children starting school next year.  The school will be open on 
Saturday 25th May between 10:30am and 12:30pm to allow families of future Foundation students that may not 
be able to take time away from work to take tours as well.   

A large number of future families have already taken a tour of our wonderful school and enrolled for 2020.  If you 
have friends with kinder aged children, please encourage them to join us on one of these days for a tour. 

School Boundaries 

There has been much confusion surrounding the release of school zones by the Department of Education and 
Training and what this means for families.  It is important to clarify that all schools are still able to accept 
enrolments from students outside their zone providing they have space and scope to accommodate enrolment 
requests for students within their school zone.  This policy change will impact schools who have enrolled large 
numbers of students from outside their zone. We have not and there will be no change to our enrolment 
practices at Belgrave South Primary School. 

The Department has released a new website that helps parents identify their local public school online. 
Findmyschool.vic.gov.au launched on 24 April and shows every school zone across the state. The new website 
highlights the choice of public schools available to the Victorian community. 

From the Principal… 

      
By Stuart Boyle 
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If your child is preparing to enter Year 7 and want to know more about the public secondary school options in our 
area, or you know someone who is interested in enrolling at our school, try findmyschool.vic.gov.au today.   
If you have a question about the website, contact the Victorian School Building Authority Hotline on 1800 896 
950 or email vsba@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Student Absences  

Our use of Compass School Manager has successfully allowed us to streamline processes around student 
attendance and provide timely feedback on student progress, performance and next steps in learning.   

Now that we have had time to adjust to the new attendance guidelines implemented by the Department of 
Education and Training last year, we will be using Compass to support the process of following up any 
unexplained absences from school.   

We encourage you to contact the school to let us know if your child will be away or you can enter the absence 
directly into Compass.  Shelley has been phoning families if their children have been away and we have not 
heard from them.  From next week, if your child is absent and we haven’t heard from you before 9:30am, you will 
receive a text message to remind you to enter the absence or contact the office.  Please make sure that we have 
your current mobile phone number. 

If you require any support in how to use Compass, please do not hesitate to see Shelley, Robyn or myself in the 
main office and we can give you a hand.   

Police Band Incursion 

The Police Pipe Band visited our school on Tuesday as part of our music program.  It was a wonderful incursion 
and gave our students an insight into instruments not traditionally played in schools as well as giving our 
students an understanding of elements of Scottish history.  It was a brilliant incursion and I thank Mrs Mizzi for 
organising such a wonderful opportunity for our students. 

Mother’s Day Stall 

The Mother’s Day Stall will run on Friday 10th May.  Every grade will have the opportunity to visit the stall and 
purchase something for Mum.  Dads take note – make sure you are organised! Mums – if you are the newsletter 
reader, perhaps highlight this paragraph and leave it somewhere strategic. 

Anzac Service 

Our Year 6 students attended the ANZAC Day Ceremony for Schools at the Kokoda Track Memorial Walk in 
Upper Ferntree Gully on Wednesday this week.  Following their amazing presentations and expo displays that 
formed part of their Australians at War unit on Tuesday evening, it was an incredibly moving event for our 
students to be involved in.  Once again, I was left feeling immensely proud of our students for their conduct and 
for the respect that they showed during the service.  The students tackled the memorial walk before sharing 
lunch together.  I would like to thank all of our parent helpers who attended the service and supported our 
students on the walk and who helped prepare lunch for everyone attending. 

We also held our own service at school last Wednesday.  A very moving service led by our senior students. The 
superb readings of stories and poems of significance provided us with the opportunity to pay our respect to our 
fallen soldiers as a school community.  I must congratulate all the students involved in marking this occasion this 
year and acknowledge the efforts of Mrs Price and Mrs Boatto in preparing our students to lead such a wonderful 
tribute. 

ANZAC Writing Competition 
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Our Year 5 and 6 students were given the opportunity to enter the Casey ANZAC Writing Competition, the 
theme of the competition this year exploring the effect that war had on women on the homefront. Ten students 
submitted pieces into the competition and we received notification from the office of Tony Smith, Federal 
Member for Casey and Speaker of the House of Representatives, that the judging panel viewed all of our 
students entries as being of the highest calibre. Patience H received a highly commended certificate, the poem 
written by Maddie E was awarded second place and the letter penned by Ashley K was awarded first place.  Well 
done to all of the students for their extraordinary efforts and congratulations to the three girls for having their 
pieces recognised by the judging panel. 

Ground Work and Building Works  

Families will notice building and ground works being undertaken to various parts of the school over the coming 
weeks. The painting of interior spaces will steadily continue as we give our learning spaces a facelift.  The 
pipework and plumbing connected to the water tanks will be renewed and new channel drains installed either 
side of the breezeway to better manage the heavy rain that we now seem to be experiencing in the winter 
months in the hills. 

The retaining wall along the side of the oval will be replaced with steel uprights and concrete sleepers and the 
retaining wall at the bottom of the oval will be installed in readiness for the laying of the slab for the new 
learning centre. 

Thank you for your patience while this upgrade work is undertaken. 

Fete Raffle Winners 

The winners of the major raffle at the fete were: 

1st Prize – Hyatt Voucher: Courtney Bok 

2nd Prize - $250 Westfield Voucher: Rob Mueller (generously donated back to the school) 

3rd Prize - $100 IGA Credit: Helen and Michael Holmes 

Congratulations to the prize winners and thank you to all our families who sold tickets to support the school. 

 

Have a wonderful week ahead. 

Stuart Boyle  

Principal  
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By Ashley K 
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Alone 

He left. 

My heart beats like the bombs that he 
must hear. 

Scared, tired, lonely, hungry, afraid. 

I carry our baby eager for the world. 

Why did he leave? 

Why did he escape from my arms? 

Why did he have to go? 

 

Money was like time, so precious, so 
valuable. 

I know I am not alone, 

As my body carries a child. 

Food has dropped sadly, 

My stomach growls like the bullets, 

My skin is as grey as the sky, 

Sleeping. 

Sleeping. 

 

I wake to the sound of my own cries. 

I hop out of my forgiving bed, 

The door creaks like a scream. 

A piece of lost paper lay at my feet, 

Addressed at my name. 

 

Suddenly colour fills my eyes, 

I have risen from the gloomy world. 

I opened the beckoning paper, 

Colour fills the room around me. 

My lips curl like magic, 

A drop of gold liquid falls from my 
colourful eye, 

I am glad for his words. 

I sleep. 

 

 My belly moves in happiness, 

I sleep with no worries, 

No regret. 

Confidence. 

Sleeping. 

Sleeping. 

 

This morning another letter waits at 
my feet, 

I suddenly feel like the things around 
me don’t exist. 

 

I wake for another letter, 

I bend down as my child kicks in anger. 

I know it is time. 

Strange people enter my gloomy 
home. 

Sweat runs down my head like my 
tears. 

 

I scream in pain and love, 

I clench my rags, 

I suddenly hear a cry, 

She is beautiful. 

 

I read the letter with her, 

If only He knew. 

Her small hands stroke my long hair. 

Her deep blue eyes comfort me. 

 

I lie there staring at her, 

just staring, 

touching, 

 stroking, 

hugging. 

 

I wake, 

No letter. 

Day after… 

No letter. 

Everything goes dark again. 

I am scared. 

Weeks. 

Weeks. 

 

A man stands at the door, 

His voice is softening and familiar, 

I open the door. 

Suddenly the whole world is colourful 
again. 

My arms pounce around him, 

A waterfall fills my eyes, 

I am happy. 

He stares at my stomach. 

Curious? 

 

He now has one leg but I still love him. 

He stares adoring our child. 

We cry together. 

 

By Madelyn E  
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Curriculum News… 
 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 

In 2019, most students across Australia will sit NAPLAN Online. Our students in years 3 and 5 will be 
participating in NAPLAN Online. 

The NAPLAN Online assessment starts on Tuesday 14 May and finishes on Friday 24 May 2019. Year 3 students 
will complete the writing test on paper.  

 

What is NAPLAN? 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual national assessment for all 
students in Years 3, 5, 7, and 9. 

All students in these year levels are expected to participate in tests in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions 
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy.  

All government and nongovernment education authorities have contributed to the development of NAPLAN 
materials. 

 

Why do students do NAPLAN tests? 

NAPLAN is the measure through which governments, education authorities, schools, teachers and parents can 
determine whether or not young Australians are meeting important educational outcomes in literacy and 
numeracy. The tests provide parents and schools with an understanding of how individual students are 
performing at the time of the tests. They also provide schools, states and territories with information about how 
education programs are working and which areas need to be prioritised for improvement. 

The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals which can be used to 
improve student achievement.  

NAPLAN tests are one aspect of the school’s assessment and reporting process, and do not replace the 
extensive, ongoing assessments made by teachers about each student’s performance. 

 

What will be tested, and how? 

NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life, such as 
reading, writing, spelling, grammar and numeracy. The content of each test is informed by the National 
Statements of Learning for English and Mathematics which underpin state and territory learning frameworks. 
Questions are multiple-choice or require a short written response.  
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Who will run the tests? 

NAPLAN tests are conducted at schools and administered by classroom teachers, Assistant Principal or the 
Principal. 

Each state and territory is responsible for marking the tests in accordance with strict guidelines and processes. 

Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. The report will describe your child’s 
particular skills in reading, writing, language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. 
The report will also show how your child performed in relation to national minimum standards. These describe 
the minimum acceptable standards for students across Australia.  

For more information about the tests, please visit the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAPLAN 
website at www.nap.edu.au 

If you have any questions please contact me or your child’s teacher  

 Carol Ould 

 Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

The importance of creativity. 

One of the most important skills for people to have is the ability to problem solve. It does 
not matter what field they are in; to come up with innovation solutions to problems and 
ideas that get results and change the world, people need to have a good imagination. 
They must be able to have an ability to create by combining ideas, thinking differently, 
brainstorming, thinking through potential risks and consequences, and more. 

Currently several of our grade 5 students are working with a filmmaker learning how to tell 
their story through a movie. 

I have had the pleasure of watching these students work together as a team to develop 
their ideas into a film. 

I have seen many aspects of creative thinking such as: 

Brainstorming ideas 

Listening and keeping an open mind to different ideas 

Using Problem solving skills when faced with challenges 

Taking a risk in their thinking 

Deep learning taking place while having fun 

This has been a great opportunity for our students to enhance and develop their creative lifelong thinking skills.  

 
 
 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.nap.edu.au/
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ASSEMBLY AWARDS!!! 

TERM 1    

Grade Name Reason 
FB Rory A Rory displays his creative abilities in many aspects of the 

curriculum. He has a wonderful imagination in which he shares 
his ideas and thoughts through his drawings, class discussions and 
his love of singing and dancing. 

FD Isabella D Isabella it is fantastic to see your creative abilities shining through 
during singing and story-telling opportunities, both in the 
classroom and performing arts class. 

1B Cooper P Cooper displays creativity within the classroom; particularly in his 
creative writing. Cooper has a fantastic imagination and can 
create such interesting and original stories. He is a creative 
thinker often thinking beyond what is considered usual, enabling 
him to share new ideas. 

1D Siena H Siena demonstrates creativity in a range of ways. She is an open 
minded and understanding student, which enables her to develop 
interesting stories and ideas. Siena often amazes me with her ‘out 
of the box’ thinking and risk taking when completing an art and 
craft tasks. 

2K Eli P Eli shows creativity in everything that he does. He is very 
thoughtful and puts a lot of effort into his writing, making it very 
interesting and enjoyable to read. Eli has an amazing imagination, 
thinks deeply and contributes to class discussions always, often 
providing humour and a different perspective on things. 

2P Jacobi H Jacobi demonstrates great creativity when drawing and making 
his own craft projects. His imagination allows him to think of 
details displaying interesting designs and colour. His writing also 
demonstrates this creative quality, often providing humour or an 
interesting twist. Well done on your efforts, Jacobi. 

3B Will R Will shows his creative abilities during Maths when he is working 
on a problem-solving task. Due to his high level of curiosity, Will 
concentrates well and explores different ways to reach possible 
solutions to a problem. Well done Will! 

3D George P George is a hardworking and friendly member of our class who 
consistently shows creativity in the way he thinks about the world 
around him. George has pushed through his comfort zone to 
think outside the box when faced with a challenge and 
consistently shows his can do attitude. He is very helpful in the 
classroom, always offering a creative way of thinking when 
brainstorming as a class or when working in a group. 

4SD Gypsy V Gypsy is a very creative thinker. She has demonstrated this by 
paying close attention to our class novel ‘Rules’, often 
contributing predictions and inferences. She has shown excellent 
ideas and themes through writing workshops toward developing 
narratives. Also, Gypsy has conjured thoughtful illustrations for 
both character strengths/traits through Respectful Relationships 
lessons and her poster for National Anti-Bullying Day. 

4ST Colby T Colby is a highly creative student.  She always thinks outside of 
the box with how to present her work and is consistently 
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generating highly original ideas. I always look forward to seeing 
what new creation she has to show me. 

5G Corey T For being resourceful and inventive while building his boat and 
it’s stand. Well done, Corey. 

5H Celeste Z Celeste is a highly creative student who is able to undertake tasks 
in a unique way. Her creative thinking is highlighted through her 
highly descriptive pieces of writing and ‘outside the box’ thinking 
used to create her boat in our recent First Fleet boat making task. 
Congratulations Celeste! 

6B Jayne E Jayne is a creative thinker.  From decorative borders and 
illustrations to presenting her project in first person, she always 
looking for new and novel ways to do things.  Well Done! 
 

6P Fletcher M Fletcher’s creativity is evident in his written work. The way he 
displays his work in his Integrated Studies book is a credit to him. 
He is a talented artist and maximises the space he has available. 
Well done Fletcher and keep up the creative work. 

 

 

Important Dates… 
May 

Mon 6th    Grade 2 – Healesville Sanctuary Excursion 

Wed 8th    Grade 3-6 – Athletics 

Fri 10th    Mother’s Day Stall  

Thurs 23rd   BSPS Open Day  

Fri 24th    Grade 1 Chesterfield Farm Excursion  

Fri 31st   Grade 5 & 6 – Sovereign Hill Excursion  

June 

Fri 7th    Curriculum Day – No students required at school  

Mon 10th   Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday  
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CommBank Student Banking 

CommBank School Banking program is available at BSPS and we would love you to join us!! 

The school banking program is a fun, interactive way for students to learn about the value of money and 
smart saving.  It is also a great way to support our school with fundraising.  

To be involved, your child needs a Youthsaver account with the CommBank. They can then make regular 
deposits at school on School Banking day and be rewarded with tokens along the way. Tokens can be used to 
claim exciting rewards, with new ones released each term.  

Visit the office window to see what’s available for Terms  1 and 2. Students can keep track of their savings and more with the 
CommBank Youth app. To find out more about the program, visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking 

Want to win some extra rewards? 

Become a consistent banker in Term 2 by making 10 deposits and not only will you be eligible to claim your 
regular reward, we will also present you with extra banking rewards and a certificate.  

We have a special gift for the first 5 new bankers in Term 2, so, head on down and open your account today!! 
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Support Belgrave South Primary School! 
Get your new Entertainment Membership today. 

 
The 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Memberships are here, with exclusive offers for everything you love to do. It’s 
our best Membership yet, packed with amazing offers for activities, attractions, shopping, travel and all kinds 
of tasty treats - from cool cafes to fabulous fine dining.  
 
With Entertainment there are thousands of experiences you can enjoy, while raising funds for the 
things you care about. 
 

 
CLICK HERE TO 

SUPPORT US NOW 
 

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  

Belgrave South Primary School 
Robyn Garrett 

97542505 
garrett.robyn.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.entbook.com.au%2F189b581&data=02%7C01%7Cgarrett.robyn.e%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C3b8dff244be54341a04408d6b6f5a4c4%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C636897563505362486&sdata=1PZHSvJoZypAluCa%2BiSX8L%2Fg6drxeeKuupiVt5a%2Faec%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.entbook.com.au%2F189b581&data=02%7C01%7Cgarrett.robyn.e%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C3b8dff244be54341a04408d6b6f5a4c4%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C636897563505362486&sdata=1PZHSvJoZypAluCa%2BiSX8L%2Fg6drxeeKuupiVt5a%2Faec%3D&reserved=0
mailto:garrett.robyn.e@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/member/becoming-a-member?utm_source%3Dfundraisers%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dmemberships_here&data=02|01|garrett.robyn.e@edumail.vic.gov.au|3b8dff244be54341a04408d6b6f5a4c4|d96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f|0|0|636897563505352481&sdata=4s11gR37Zo2U/OOsEcvHdCVx2RqTi4E7CRMBIDMnIcQ%3D&reserved=0
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Kids Club 

2019 
Monday after school to 6:00 

Grades 4-6 

Middle 6 weeks of each term 

Term 2 (May 6, 13, 20, 27, June 3, 17) 

$30 for the term.  

Dinner and afternoon tea provided 

Located in the KidZone building at Belgrave South 
Baptist Church 

Program includes; Games, food, music, resilience 
and character building activities and a simple          
introduction to bible characters and themes. 

To register your child please email 

kidsclub@bsbc.org.au or contact  

Hannah Denny on 0438684727 
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