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   FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER – FRIDAY 29TH NOVEMBER    

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been a very busy couple of weeks and our schedule of newsletters has been a little out of order over the 
last couple of weeks.  I apologise to our regular readers who have been missing the fortnightly newsletter, we 
will have two editions in two weeks to catch up and get back on track!  

Kitchen Garden Precinct Development 

It is with great excitement that I write to inform you that our building permit for the kitchen garden precinct has 
finally been issued.  It has been an incredibly long and complicated process, with the original residential zoning 
of the land on which the Community House sat creating many issues.   

If you wander by the building site you will see that over the last two weeks the site work has been completed and 
the slab has been laid.  The steel for the learning centre is being delivered onsite next week and we will begin to 
see the new space come to life.  Of course we will have an official opening of the space when the fit-out is 
completed where all of our project partners will be acknowledged but I would like to thank the members of our 
local community who have been involved through all the ins and outs over the last few months and have 
completed key works essential to getting us to this stage.   I am eternally grateful to Steve Tyler and Wal 
Penwarden for their countless hours of work preparing the site cut and installing concrete retaining walls and to 
Dean O’Sullivan for installing the drainage system behind the retaining wall that will help us prevent the water 
damage that plagued the original building that was located on the same site. 

As soon as we are allowed to enter the construction site, work in the garden space will begin.  I am most excited 
by this stage of our project as this is where the learning opportunities for our students will begin.  If you are able 
to be involved or have expertise that we can draw on for the benefit of our students, I would love to hear from 

From the Principal… 

      
By Stuart Boyle 
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you.  The main threads of learning for this space are easy to remember; BSPS - biodiversity, sustainability, 
permaculture and self-sufficiency. 

Working Bee Cancellation 

Our recent working bee was cancelled at short notice due to the continued wet weather.  We have certainly had 
a greater level of rainfall so far this Spring than is usual and the weeds are currently winning the war as a result.  
We won’t be rescheduling the event given the number of events and celebrations that are already on the 
calendar at this stage of the year.  If you and a couple of parent friends have half an hour to spare at any stage, 
we have many mini-jobs that can be easily done after drop off or before pick up.  Come and see us in the office if 
you can lend a hand. Thank you to Simone Gilbert for giving the Junior Building entry a tidy-up, it looks amazing!  
Thank you to Lindy Bills for her tireless efforts in helping to maintain our school grounds. 

Mobile Phone Policy 

The recent announcement of the Ministerial Order prohibiting the use of mobile phones during school hours 
aligns with the current school policy and processes that have been in place in our senior classrooms for some 
time.  If a phone is brought to school, it must be handed to the grade teacher before the commencement of the 
first learning block.  For students in Grade 5 & 6 it will be placed securely in the storage locker in the teacher’s 
office.  For all other year levels the phone will be stored securely in the strong room in the main office.  Phones 
will be returned to students at the end of the school day.  If your child needs to be contacted in an emergency, 
please call the office so that we can support both you and your child. 

Heading Towards 2020 

December 11th is Jump-Up-Day and students across the school will spend a session with their 2020 Teacher and 
grade in their new classroom.  Our new Foundation (Prep) students will be here with us on this day too and we 
will also be welcoming nine new students to our school across other grade levels.   

This stage of the year can be quite an anxious one with so many ‘unknowns’ about the following year and the 
increasing push to get everything finished.  It is important for us, as the significant adults in our children’s lives, 
to remember and remind them that there are so many things that are known and that will remain familiar about 
school.  Our desire to know which teacher, which grade, which room and so on, and the discussions that we have 
around these things within earshot of our young people can inadvertently add to the feelings of uncertainty and 
insecurity.   

I remember my own experience of primary school, we had one class at each year level.  There was no guess work 
about who my classmates would be and we did not find out who our teacher would be until the first day of the 
following year.  Things have most certainly changed.  

I heard it captured brilliantly by a child psychologist ‘We have to work with different people and in different 
places if we are to develop the skills of adaptability and communication.  Through this process we learn to 
negotiate, cooperate and to be flexible in our relationships and in our thinking.’  Our children learn greater social 
skills through the process of working with people that are both familiar and new and develop a greater ability to 
be tolerant of difference and to better manage differences of opinion.  It prepares children greatly for the real 
world where they must engage with people that are different from themselves.  If we all reinforce that this is an 
exciting time and one that presents many positive challenges and that change can be a positive thing, we will 
surely assist them to have a positive experience at school. 
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OSH CLUB Holiday Program  

The OSH Club Holiday Program has been released this week and is included in this newsletter and has been 
placed on FlexiBuzz.  The program is now open to our new 2020 Prep families as long as they are enrolled at 
Belgrave South primary School for the coming year.  The flyer has been emailed to them and will also be handed 
out at the final orientation session. 

Have a great week ahead and look forward to the next edition of the newsletter next week. 

Stuart Boyle  

Principal  

 

Curriculum Update… 

 
It is wonderful to be at school and this was evident on Wednesday 13th 
November, when I had the opportunity to attend the Foundation 
Information session and meet with many of our 2020 Foundation 
parents and caregivers. 

Starting school is a major life transition for children and their families. 
It is a period of change that can be both challenging and exciting. 
Children and families adjust to new roles, expectations and new 
interactions. 

The session supports parents/caregivers to feel more relaxed about the first few weeks of starting school. 

Developing genuine partnerships between the school and families promotes the well-being of our students.  

Stuart Boyle, our Principal and Foundation teachers for next year welcomed our new families and spoke about 
how pleased they were that they had selected Belgrave South for their child’s education. 

I would like to thank Mrs Lynn Bok, our Transition Coordinator and Ms Sherrin Dwyer for organising and 
presenting the session.  
Our school community are looking forward to working with and enjoying the educational journey with our new 
families. 
During a recent transition session our grade 4 buddies enjoyed assisting our 2020 Foundation students with 
activities around the ‘Teddy Bear’s Picnic’ theme.  

The Buddy program benefits the older students just as much as it does the younger students. Participation of 
the older student in the program increases their levels of self-esteem, confidence and positive feelings as they 
learn to be generous by helping some else feel safe and happy.  
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World Kindness Day  

Wednesday November 13th was World Kindness Day. 

Perhaps you could spend some time talking with your child/children 
about how we can show kindness and thoughtfulness and why it is 
important. 

Being kind and thoughtful means making ourselves aware of the needs 
and feelings of others and then taking action to help them. It means 
taking the time to stop thinking about ourselves, to put the spotlight 

on somebody else's needs and to think, "What can I do to make that person's life a little better or easier?" 

Caring and being thoughtful means letting things matter to us; not just for people that we know but also people 
that we have never met before. It means that we also value the needs and well-being of animals and the 
environment. Caring means that we have concern when we see problems and unhappiness and wanting to help; 
from very simple gestures like buddying with a new pupil at school right through to spending your free time as a 
volunteer to help a good cause. 

(from the website Free For Kids) 
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Last week a number of our students received their Premier’s Reading Challenge certificate. 
Thank you to Mrs Dwyer for being the Reading Challenge co-ordinator this year. 

The hidden benefits of reading aloud — even for older kids. 

This is part of an article by Connie Matthiessen where she is interviewing Jim Trelease. In the article educator Jim 
Trelease explains why reading aloud to your child, no matter what their age, is the magic bullet for creating a 
lifelong reader. 

By: Connie Matthiessen | June 21, 2018 

Why do you think it’s important to read to older kids, too? 

People often say to me, “My child is in fourth grade and he already knows how to read, why I should read to 
him?” And I reply, “Your child may be reading on a fourth grade level, but what level is he listening at?” 

A child’s reading level doesn’t catch up to his listening level until eighth grade. You can and should be reading 
seventh grade books to fifth grade kids. They’ll get excited about the plot and this will be a motivation to keep 
reading. A fifth grader can enjoy a more complicated plot than she can read herself, and reading aloud is really 
going to hook her, because when you get to chapter books, you’re getting into the real meat of print — there is 
really complicated, serious stuff going on that kids are ready to hear and understand, even if they can’t read at 
that level yet. 

Reading aloud to your kids is also a good way to grapple with difficult issues. For example, you can tell your 
child, “I don’t want you to hang out with so and so,” but that’s a lecture that will probably go in one ear and out 
the other. But if you read a book about a kid who gets in trouble by hanging out with the wrong crowd, your 
child is going to experience that directly, and she’s going to experience it with you at her side, and you can talk 
about it together. You can ask questions like: “Do you think the boy made the right choice?” “Do you think that 
girl was really her friend?” When you talk about a book together, it’s not a lecture, it’s more like a coach looking 
at a film with his players, going over the plays to find out what went right and what went wrong. 

Connie Matthiessen is a writer and editor from San Francisco whose work has appeared in the Washington Post, 
the San Francisco 

Chronicle, Mother Jones, Health, San Francisco, WebMD, and other publications. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.greatschools.org/gk/author/conniematthiessen/
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Remembrance Day  

We would like to thank our grade 6 students for their respectful and thoughtful 
running of the Remembrance Day service on Monday 11th November. They were 
extremely reverential in their speeches and made it clear to the students gathered, 
the importance and significance of the occasion. They brought a tear to your eye as 
they sang Lest We Forget and The Last Anzac. A special thank you to Aaron Denny 
for his moving rendition of the Last Post. 

We would also like to particularly thank Julie Price and Suzanne Boatto for their 
support and wonderful leadership of the grade sixes. It is these occasions where we 
see students excel and listening so attentively and respectively that we are especially 
proud to be leaders of such a wonderful school. 
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Carol Ould - Assistant Principal  

Important Dates… 
December 

Wed 4th  Whole School – COLOUR FUN RUN 

Thurs 5th   Whole School - St Johns Ambulance First Aid 

Fri 6th   Grade 4 – CERES Excursion 

   Grade 5 and 6 – Reach Rookys 

Mon 9th   Assembly – Excellence Awards – 2:30pm  

Tues 10th   2020 Prep Orientation Day  

   Whole School - JUMP UP DAY  

   Uniform Shop Open – 9am – 12:30pm 

Wed 11th  Parent Helpers Morning Tea – 11am Sophie’s Restaurant 

Thurs 12th   Christmas Concert 

Fri 13th   Christmas Stall  

   Prep and Grade 5 – Buddy EOY Celebration  

Mon 16th  Grade 5 and 6 – Swimming make up lesson 

Tues 17th   Grades 2 to 5 – Swimming Trials 

Wed 18th   Junior School – Athletics Day 

Thurs 19th   Grade 6 Graduation  

Fri 20th   Last Day of Term 4 – 1:30pm finish 
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2020 

January  

Wed 29th   WHOLE SCHOOL – Curriculum Day – No students required at school  

Thurs 30th   First Day of School – Prep – Grade 6 

February  

Mon 3rd-Fri 7th  Grade 6 – Wilson’s Prom Camp  

September 

Mon 7th  Grade 6 Production – BUMP IN DAY 

Tues 8th – Wed 9th  Grade 6 Production!!!! 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS!!! 

                    INDEPENDENCE  

Grade Name Reason 
FB Connor H Connor is a very independent student he arrives at school and 

completes his morning tasks. During learning times Connor 
always organises himself and is able to work independently to 
work to the best of his ability.   

FD James G James you show a high level of independence, are 
responsible, take good care of your belongings, get your materials 
organised and quickly settle into learning activities.   

1B Henry P Henry, you often demonstrate what independence looks like in 
the classroom. You can get yourself organised for learning, are 
self-motivated, persistent and a reliable member of our class. 

1D Lainey M Lainey is an independent student who makes good choices even 
when nobody is watching. Lainey is organised, motivated 
and self-sufficient, taking responsibility for her own learning. 
 

2K Tom O Congratulations Thomas on achieving the independence award. 
Thomas can always be relied upon to ‘get the job done’. He takes 
responsibility for his own learning and decision making.  Well 
done Thomas! 

2P Ebony B Ebony is to be commended for listening carefully to instruction 
then working independently at her table, implementing the new 
skills she is learning and thinking hard to work through challenges 
in tasks. 

3B Marli M Marli is a mature and self-motivated student who completes set 
tasks independently. Marli also takes responsibility for her own 
class behaviour, making her an excellent role model for 3B. Well 
done, Marli! 

3F Taniesha A Taniesha is a self-motivated student who manages herself 
exceptionally well in the classroom. I have been impressed 
with Taniesha’s ability to work independently and take on-board 
feedback.  
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4SD Nico W Nico has increased his writing stamina, it’s been great to see him 
write more freely to topics of contention.  

4ST Keagan W Keagan has demonstrated a great deal of independence in the 
classroom this term. In particular, he is self-driven with his 
persuasive writing piece and uses his time effectively to make 
improvements.  

5G Kody J This semester Kody has started to become an independent 
learner by asking questions and accepting feedback during 
learning time. Keep up the great work! 

5H Ava E Ava is a diligent member of the school who is always prepared for 
her own learning. She is always organised for each session and 
puts in extra effort even after a task is complete. Keep up the 
great work Ava. 

6B Harvey I Harvey demonstrates independence with his responsibility of 
monitoring the iPads.  He arrives to school early to have them 
ready for use and ensures they are always locked up at the end of 
the day.     

6P Poppie O Poppie is an independent student who takes responsibility for her 
own learning. She is diligent in completing homework tasks and 
uses her initiative in the classroom to complete what is expected. 
She can capably work independently and is a fine role model for 
others.  

 

 

Bushfire At-Risk Register 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School procedures for the bushfire season 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear 
direction on the safest options for preserving life. 

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk 
Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day 
is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district.  Our school has 
been identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is 
listed on the BARR. 

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of 
a potential Code Red day closure by letter A Code Red day will be 
determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later 
than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure.  Once we are 
advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.  This is to avoid 
confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also important to note that: 

 No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day. 

 Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days 

 School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in 
which the camp is located. 
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On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should never be left at 
home or in the care of older children. 

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Code Red days are forecast, the 
safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day. 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency Management Plan, 
[reprioritised any maintenance works that may assist in preparing for the threat of fire and cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters]  

What can parents do? 

 Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event that our 
school is closed.   

 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.  Keep in touch with us by reading our Flexi 
Buzz posts, by checking our website and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our 
emergency management plan.  

 Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you should 
check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.  
 

 If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.  
 

 You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training 
website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx  

Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below: 

 VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android or Ios mobile devices 

 Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au 

 Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic) 

 Twitter (twitter.com/CFA_Updates) 

 ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters 

 VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226) 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
https://emergency.vic.gov.au/
http://www.facebook.com/cfavic
https://twitter.com/CFA_Updates
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South Belgrave Cricket club is seeking players in the 6-8 year old range and the 9-11 year old range for its Super 7’s 
and Fast 9’s teams this year.  

No prior experience needed or cricket gear, just a love for sport and enthusiasm! Super 7’s will be held on 
Wednesday nights with a start date yet to be determined. Fast 9’s is on a Friday night 5.30-7.30 at local grounds 
with training on Tuesday nights 4.30 – 5.30. Games start 18th Oct.  

South Belgrave is lucky to have brand new training facilities and clubrooms the envy of most clubs in the league. 
More information is available for junior formats here https://www.playcricket.com.au/junior/club-cricket. Please 
contact Trevor Miller 0414 660 125 for more details.  

A message from “Greg’s Tender Joint” 

Hi there,  

Did you know that “Greg’s Tender Joint”, yes, the butcher shop at 150 Colby Drive, Belgrave South, is going to 
celebrate its 15th Christmas. Wow how time flies!  

Please drop in to say “hi” and have a look at our weekly specials and see our new items like veggie packs, 
coleslaw and homemade smoked small goods, yum.  

Can we help you with your Christmas order?? 

We look forward to serving you.  

Regards,  

Greg and Susan.  

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playcricket.com.au%2Fjunior%2Fclub-cricket&data=02%7C01%7Cbelgrave.south.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C966d327e5b614c3d89d908d74b747e9d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637060836076610839&sdata=93NnAAihGsgKkl2rLzRGjfJL9ChwJsjDj26k3cZgw50%3D&reserved=0
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Community Notices 
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