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   FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER – FRIDAY 1ST NOVEMBER    

Dear Parents and Carers, 

FETE – Save the date! 

Our Fete is locked in for Saturday 21st March 2020 and preparations are already well underway.  Please put the 
date on the calendar and let all your family and friends know what a great day it is and that we would like them 
to come along.  It is a great chance to share some fun and food with friends! 

Wonderful events like the fete don’t just happen – it takes the support of many volunteers and a huge amount of 
teamwork and community spirit.  We would love you to be involved.  We will be sending home a notice early 
next week outlining the stalls and activities that we have planned for 2020 and the ways that you can be 
involved.  We will also provide a list of the items that we hope you will consider collecting and donating to the 
school to make sure that our fete is again a great fundraiser for our school and students.   

More updates in the coming newsletters. 

Grade Placement Requests  

Our planning for the 2020 school year is well underway and currently we are looking at our timetable structure 
and specialist program for 2020.  We give great thought to this process and prioritise the academic and social 
needs of our students whilst taking into account the number of students in each grade level, our curriculum 
programs, staffing profile, our facilities and our allocated budget from the State Government.   

Grade placement of students will commence when we have confirmed our structure and staffing for 2020.      If 
your child has any specific academic or wellbeing needs that you would request we consider when forming our 
grades, please place this in writing and forward this to me through the main office. We cannot accommodate 
requests for teachers as they have not yet been assigned, however, if there is something you think we should 

From the Principal… 

      
By Stuart Boyle 
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know prior to these arrangements being made please communicate this to me in writing.    The final date for 
these requests to be received will be Friday November 15. Please understand that late communications are not 
able to be considered given the complexity of the process and the impact of making changes on other aspects of 
whole school planning.   

Hats – Sun Smart Policy 

Four weeks into Term and the warm weather is already here! Experts predict we are heading towards a long hot 
and dry summer.  It is great to see that most of our students are championing the sun-smart message and 
wearing their hats when out in the yard.  Please make sure that your child brings their hat to school every day as, 
in line with our Sun Smart Policy, they are required to wear it outdoors every play during Term 4 and Term 1 
even if the weather is overcast.  It is really important that hats and all other items of uniform are clearly labelled 
with your child’s name so that they can be returned to them in the event that they leave it in the classroom or 
playground.  If it is an item of second hand uniform, please make sure that the previous owners name is covered 
over and the new owners name is clearly visible.  We have a growing collection of uniform that cannot be 
returned to the rightful owner. 

Run for the Hills 

The Run for the Hills was held on Sunday 27th October and we had a team of BSPS staff and their family 
members in attendance to assist with running the event on the day.  A huge effort went in to the planning of the 
event, led by a committee of people connected to the CFA, local businesses (First Train Fitness and the 
Blacksmith Café) and our school. The rain held off until well after the event was over and the many competitors 
thought it was perfect running weather. 

The proceeds from the community fun run will be directed to supporting the CFA and the incredible work that 
they do protecting our community. BSPS are also incredibly fortunate to be receiving some funds from the event 
which we will direct towards upgrading further improvements in our Science and Music studio. 

I would like to acknowledge the BSPS team that assisted with the event on the day: Sherrin Dwyer, Anna 
Francis, Carol Ould and Meredith Pocklington.  Congratulations to Mr Stafford for competing in the run! 

Take care and enjoy the time with family over the weekend! 

Stuart Boyle  

Principal  

A message from Mandy… 
PARENTS AND CARERS OF CHILDREN WITH ASD 

Spectrum Journeys is a great organisation that provides support for parents caring for a child with ASD. They 
have a free counselling service, a drop in morning tea, low cost training and a support group for dads. Find out 
more at: 

 https://spectrumjourneys.org.au/carer-services-overview 

 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fspectrumjourneys.org.au%2Fcarer-services-overview&data=02%7C01%7CFrancis.Anna.A2%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C947845cd7d274f7c2c0108d750e438dc%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637066813454660152&sdata=0Erte%2B0Ueeyial277A2XzHx0eNjCDESecrkn%2BfgLVB0%3D&reserved=0
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Curriculum Update… 

Transition: A Positive Start to 
School 

Meet Your Buddy 
 

At Belgrave South we understand that for children and 
their families, the transition to school is a significant 
milestone in a child's education. We also know that the new experience is a time of 
change that can create excitement and uncertainty.  

Research suggests that children who have a positive start to school are more likely to 
engage well and to experience academic and social success.  

Significant aspect of our transition program is our ‘Buddy Program’ where a grade 4 child is paired with a 
preschool child who will be in Foundation next year.  

The goal of our program is to develop relationships between the younger and older children, enhancing the 
sense of a friendly and supportive school community. 

There are benefits for the older buddy in acknowledging their leadership and responsibility in their ability to be 
helpful and kind. As well as developing their skills associated with empathy and compassion through activities in 
the classroom and in the playground. 

Our Buddy program plays an important role in helping our new students feel safe in their new school 
environment and we believe it underpins the success of our transition program. 

Recently, our very excited grade 4 students met their little buddies for the first time. After they were introduced 
to each other they then completed a ‘Treasure Hunt’ around the school. The purpose of this activity was for the 
preschool child to become familiar with the different areas of their new school. For example they collected a 
band-aid from the sick bay room and an eraser from the Principal’s office. 

By the end of the activity the preschool child had a show bag full of items they had collected around the school 
to take home and share with their family.  

Congratulations grade 4 students for ensuring our 2020 Foundation students had a wonderful experience we are 
so proud of you. Thank you to Lynn, Sherrin, Jenny and level 3 teachers for your support and commitment. 

Learning about our local environment 

The KANGA Education Team (part of a local Landcare group) on Tuesday 
8th October came to Belgrave South Primary School to provide support 
for the sustainability programs.  

Presentations were made to years 1 & 2. The Students were enthralled 
with the hands on contact with Australian lizards, turtles and a possum. 
Then they learnt so much about the local creek water discovering and 
identifying macro invertebrates (AKA platypus food).  The students, 
teachers and KANGA team had a thoroughly enjoyable productive and 

educational time. Thanks to Yarra Ranges Council for enabling this program at our school. 
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Assembly Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teamwork and Cooperation were the focus for our achievement awards this month. Teamwork and 
cooperation will help students communicate with others, increase their social skills and self-confidence. These 
students demonstrated the following qualities. Being supportive, a good listener, helpful, patient, thinking of 
others and helping to achieve a group goal. The ability to work as a team and cooperate with others is not just 
skills that children are going to need at school – they are an essential skills they’ll use for the rest of their 
life. Congratulations on being worthy recipients. 

Engaging in community service provides students with the opportunity to become active members of 
their community and has a lasting, positive impact on society at large. Community service or volunteerism 
enables students to acquire life skills and knowledge, as well as provide a service to those who need it most. 

Florida National University › community-service-important 

While there are many benefits of community service, including: 

Community service develops an increased sense of social responsibility – a global view of society and a heart for 
‘giving back’ and helping others. 

Builds relationships and ‘social connectedness with peers and adults. 

Improves lifelong communication, interpersonal and critical thinking skills. 

Congratulations to these students on receiving their award for ‘Community Service’ for being a wonderful school 
community member and making a positive difference for others. 

 
 
 

https://www.fnu.edu/community-service-important/
https://www.fnu.edu/community-service-important/
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Honoring a wonderful community member 

 

Carol Ould 

Assistant Principal  

 



BELGRAVE SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER | Issue #14 6 

 

 

 

Bushfire At-Risk Register 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School procedures for the bushfire season 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear 
direction on the safest options for preserving life. 

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk 
Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day 
is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district.  Our school has 
been identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is 
listed on the BARR. 

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of 
a potential Code Red day closure by letter A Code Red day will be 
determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later 
than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure.  Once we are 
advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.  This is to avoid 
confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also important to note that: 

 No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day. 

 Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days 

 School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in 
which the camp is located. 

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should never be left at 
home or in the care of older children. 

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Code Red days are forecast, the 
safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day. 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency Management Plan, 
[reprioritised any maintenance works that may assist in preparing for the threat of fire and cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters]  

What can parents do? 

 Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event that our 
school is closed.   

 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.  Keep in touch with us by reading our Flexi 
Buzz posts, by checking our website and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our 
emergency management plan.  

 Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you should 
check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.  
 

 If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.  
 

 You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training 
website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
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Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below: 

 VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android or Ios mobile devices 

 Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au 

 Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic) 

 Twitter (twitter.com/CFA_Updates) 

 ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters 

 VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226) 

 

TERM 4 ASSEMBLY AWARDS!!! 

      COOPERATION AND TEAMWORK 

Grade Name Reason 
FB Taimer B Taimer is an exceptionally cooperative student who promptly 

follows instructions. He can always be relied upon to work with 
and support his peers, he is a wonderful team member. 

FD Jazmyn K Jazmyn has a good understanding of what it means to be part of a 
team, working towards group goals with enthusiasm and a smile. 
She is co-operative, encouraging of her peers and works hard to 
be inclusive of others. 

1B Harry L Harry consistently demonstrates the ability to work well in a team 
environment. He is thoughtful, helpful and cooperates well with 
others to obtain a common goal.   

1D Alecia C Alecia is a thoughtful and positive member of our classroom 
community. Alecia displays teamwork as she is always willing 
to help out, support others and is a wonderful friend to everyone. 

2K Quinn S Congratulations Quinn on achieving this award. You are always 
co-operative and helpful to your peers and teachers. You work 
well in a team, you are a good leader and very supportive of your 
class mates. 

2P Cambell L Cambell is a cooperative member of the class who participates 
well as part of a team, listening to others and contributing his 
ideas. Thank you for being so great to get along with and for 
working well with others. 

3B Tarryn C Tarryn is a team player who works cooperatively with her peers 
during small group activities. She participates actively in order to 
help her team reach a common goal. Tarryn’s warm, friendly and 
easy-going nature allows her to work well with others.  

3F Jimmy M Jimmy is an outstanding team member of 3D. Jimmy has excellent 
cooperative skills, demonstrating patience, kindness and 
acceptance within groups. As a respectful team player, Jimmy 
works well within teams, quietly leading them to success.  

4SD Amelia E Amelia epitomizes co-operation, she does what’s instructed - 
when instructed, with her best efforts. She happily works in 
randomized teams, multi-ability groups and her focus group 
showing confidence when contributing. 

4ST Chloe E Chloe is a helpful and co-operative student. She will respectfully 
listen to the views of others in group discussions and is respectful 
of everyone that she works with.  

https://emergency.vic.gov.au/
http://www.facebook.com/cfavic
https://twitter.com/CFA_Updates
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5G Nathan H Nathan is an excellent team member. He is willing to share his 
own ideas while listening to his other team members. Nathan 
demonstrates these skills both within the classroom and other 
environments such as interschool sports! 

5H Rylan E Rylan is a student who consistently thinks of others and works 
well with his peers. Through our inquiry, stop animation project 
and our summer sports, Rylan has shown off his leadership and 
communication skills. 

6B Max S Max works co-operatively with anybody and everybody.  He 
supports and encourages everyone around him, working as a 
team player at all times. 

6P Leigh W Leigh is a co-operative member of our class who willingly works 
with anyone his is placed with. During production he showed 
what a valuable team member he was. He was always looking out 
for what had to be done, whether that be to fill in for someone 
who was away or by ensuring sets and props were where they 
needed to be. 

 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS!!! 

      COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Grade Name Reason 
FB Brodie C Brodie is a kind and considerate. He always takes the time to 

ensure our room is clean and tidy and consistently thinks of 
others before himself. He is a wonderful community member. 

FD Skylah P Skylah has shown fantastic community service by helping a friend 
in need and giving up her own time and making sure her friend is 
well cared for. 

1B Amelia M Milly always offers a helping hand inside the classroom. She is the 
first to volunteer her assistance in helping me or her peers with 
tasks or jobs. Well done! 

1D Emelia M Emelia contributes positively to our classroom community daily, 
through her willingness to care for our classroom and the people 
within it. Emelia makes it her priority to ensure that things are 
neat and tidy in the classroom and is always the first to give her 
time to help others. 

2K Quinn D Quinn, you always give up your own time to help out within the 
classroom. You are willing and eager to contribute, always ‘doing 
that little bit more’ and are happy and friendly to your peers. 

2P Luke F Luke did a wonderful job helping our school community by 
shoveling mulch into a wheelbarrow and taking it to the places in 
the school that needed it. He worked with a team of mates, 
willingly giving up his play times to look after our garden beds.  

3B Kaylee D Kaylee is an awesome assistant. She is helpful to others in and out 
of the classroom. Kaylee has a wonderful sense of community. 
Thank you for all the help you give, especially to those in our 
class. 

3F Madeline B At school, Madeline is a kind and thoughtful member of our 
classroom community, always offering to help and share with 
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others. Outside of school Madeline is a committed Scout and is 
part of a wonderful family that fosters children. 

4SD Erin G Erin thinks beyond her own bubble, she is a consistent SEPEP 
setup and pack-up assistant and tidies the room of her own 
volition.  

4ST Colby T Colby is a globally aware student who wants to make positive 
changes for our environment. I am proud of her selfless acts to 
improve the world we live in.  

5G Ashley K Ashley is one of our hardworking bin monitors. Every week she 
volunteers several hours out of her break times to ensure the 
bins are serviced so that our school can stay clean. Ash, you are a 
fantastic leader in your work to help our school stay tidy, keep up 
the great work! 

5H Jeremy D Jeremy is consistently a helpful student in the school community. 
He is responsible and diligent with his duty as flag monitor and as 
an equipment supervisor in our SEPEP program. He is a fantastic 
asset that helps to make the BSPS school community as special as 
it is. 

6B Bailey Lloyd During our time at forest classroom, Bailey worked tirelessly to 
pick up rubbish from around the thousand steps and took it home 
to dispose of it, showing great service to our community. 

6P Abby J Abby displays a strong commitment to community service. Every 
morning, before school, without fail Abby helps in the prep 
rooms, assisting the teachers to set up and prepare for the day.  

Important Dates… 
November  

Tues 5th   Melbourne Cup Day – No school 

Thurs 7th   Grade 3 – NGV Incursion  

Fri 8th    2020 Prep Transition – Classroom Activities 

Mon 11th   WHOLE SCHOOL - Special Remembrance Day Assembly 10:30am  

Wed 13th   2020 Prep Transition – Information Evening  

Thurs 14th  Free Dress Day 

Fri 15th   2020 Prep Transition – Teddy Bears Picnic with Buddies 

   Grade 6 - Market Day 

Sun 17th   Working Bee 

Mon 18th – Fri 22nd Grade 5 and 6 – Swimming and Water Safety Program  

Mon 18th – Fri 29th  Grade 3 and 4 – Swimming Program 

December 

Wed 4th  Whole School – COLOUR FUN RUN 
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Thurs 5th   Whole School - St Johns Ambulance first aid 

Fri 6th   Grade 4 – CERES Excursion 

   Grade 5 and 6 – Reach Rookys 

Tues 10th   2020 Prep Orientation Day  

   Whole School - JUMP UP DAY  

Thurs 12th   Christmas Concert 

Fri 13th   Christmas Stall  

   Prep and Grade 5 – Buddy EOY Celebration  

Thurs 19th   Grade 6 Graduation  

Fri 20th   Last Day of Term 4 – 1:30pm finish 

2020 

January  

Wed 29th   WHOLE SCHOOL – Curriculum Day – No students required at school  

Thurs 30th   First Day of School – Prep – Grade 6 

February  

Mon 3rd-Fri 7th  Grade 6 – Wilson’s Prom Camp  

 

 

 



BELGRAVE SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER | Issue #14 11 

 

 

 

South Belgrave Cricket club is seeking players in the 6-8 year old range and the 9-11 year old range for its Super 7’s 
and Fast 9’s teams this year.  

No prior experience needed or cricket gear, just a love for sport and enthusiasm! Super 7’s will be held on 
Wednesday nights with a start date yet to be determined. Fast 9’s is on a Friday night 5.30-7.30 at local grounds 
with training on Tuesday nights 4.30 – 5.30. Games start 18th Oct.  

South Belgrave is lucky to have brand new training facilities and clubrooms the envy of most clubs in the league. 
More information is available for junior formats here https://www.playcricket.com.au/junior/club-cricket. Please 
contact Trevor Miller 0414 660 125 for more details.  

 

A message from “Greg’s Tender Joint” 

Hi there,  

Did you know that “Greg’s Tender Joint”, yes, the butcher shop at 150 Colby Drive, Belgrave South, is going to 
celebrate its 15th Christmas. Wow how time flies!  

Please drop in to say “hi” and have a look at our weekly specials and see our new items like veggie packs, 
coleslaw and homemade smoked small goods, yum.  

Can we help you with your Christmas order?? 

We look forward to serving you.  

Regards,  

Greg and Susan.  

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playcricket.com.au%2Fjunior%2Fclub-cricket&data=02%7C01%7Cbelgrave.south.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C966d327e5b614c3d89d908d74b747e9d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637060836076610839&sdata=93NnAAihGsgKkl2rLzRGjfJL9ChwJsjDj26k3cZgw50%3D&reserved=0
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