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   FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER – THURSDAY 1ST AUGUST    

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Parent Opinion Survey 

Each year, the school conducts an opinion survey from a sample of our school community. The results are used 
to inform and direct our future school planning and improvement. 

If you receive a letter indicating that you are part of the sample, I ask you to please take the time to complete the 
survey as your opinions are important to us and will contribute to the future management and organisation of 
our school. 

 The survey is conducted online by ORIMA Research and should take around 15 minutes to complete.  

 The survey will be open from Wednesday 31 July to Sunday 11 August 2019.  

 The survey can be completed using any device connected to the internet (even a mobile phone). 

 Should you require access to a device to complete the survey, please let the office know. 

 

Please be assured that your responses are completely confidential. The survey is conducted anonymously and it 
is important to us that you complete the survey as honestly as possible. Your comments in the final open-ended 
question will be provided as written to the school. 

Foundation (Prep) Transition 

Our Foundation Transition program commenced last week for our new Foundation students with a play-based 
session in our Junior School Centre on Friday afternoon.  The children were eager to join in and make new 
friends.  Starting school is a big step and our program supports our new students and families as they make this 
transition to school.  It is an exciting time for us all and many new lifelong friendships will be made by our 

From the Principal… 

      
By Stuart Boyle 
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students and parents.  We also held a parent workshop on how to manage the transition to school, what to 
expect and how to gauge school readiness for our new parents.  This workshop was facilitated by Dr Kaye 
Margetts from Melbourne University.  It was wonderful that so many of our new parents were able to attend the 
session with Kaye. It was incredibly informative and a great way to start getting ready for the months ahead.  I 
look forward to our next transition session especially as I am the parent of one of our new Foundation students. 

Book Week 2019 

As part of our of literacy and literature program, we will be celebrating Book Week this year between the 19th – 
23rd August.  This years theme is “Reading is My Secret Power” and as part of the festivities we will be holding a 
dress-up day on Wednesday 21st August.  Students are encouraged to come dressed in line with the theme or as 
their favourite literary character.  Be as creative as you can be and remember that the best costumes don’t cost a 
lot of money but require clever thinking!  It is a great way to celebrate reading and how our connection to 
characters can bring reading to life.  Remember that one good book can spark a lifetime of reading! 

Kallista Community Market BBQ 

We will be running the BBQ at the Kallista Community Market this Saturday 3rd August to raise funds for the 
school production props and costumes.  Keep your fingers crossed for some fine weather.  It would be great to 
see some familiar faces call by for a sausage or two or a cup of soup. 

Before School Student Arrival  

A reminder for parents that any students arriving prior to 8:30am must make use of the before school care 
service.  We request that they not be dropped off and left unsupervised before this time.  Once students have 
entered the school grounds before school commences they are not permitted to leave school grounds to visit 
the local shops or supermarket.  Thank you for your support. 

Have a wonderful week ahead. 

Stuart Boyle  

Principal  
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Curriculum News… 
We are pleased to welcome Allan Wright to the Belgrave South community. Alan Wright was working with our staff on 
Curriculum Day last Friday.  

Alan Wright is best known for his evidence-based work to develop and establish effective writing workshops and 
writer’s notebook in the classroom. Alan’s focus last Friday was building our school knowledge and capacity of the 
Writers Workshop. 

Alan Wright is an experienced educator, administrator, writer and consultant.  Alan has worked extensively in Australia and the United 
States, promoting best practice in literacy.  In 1990 Alan received a national award for his contribution to community literacy as the co-
founder of the Tooradin Writer’s Week.  Alan passionately promotes the craft of writing to students and teachers across Australia. 

 
In Allan’s own words… 

I am an educator within the Victorian school system; I amassed extensive experience as a classroom teacher, staff developer, regional 
consultant and school administrator (Assistant Principal and Principal).  
 
Currently, based in Mornington, Victoria, Australia, I am a Director of Alvic Educational Consultancy (created 2006) providing 
consultancy support across schools and networks. My current work is Australia-wide and continues to be focused on delivering 
effective literacy programs. 

The Journey Begins……………. 

Research has shown it is the child’s ability to cope with the process of starting school that has 
the greatest impact on their social and emotional wellbeing and learning success. 

On Wednesday evening, Dr Kay Margetts was our guest speaker on School Readiness. Kay is an Associate 
Professor at Melbourne University in Early Childhood and Primary Education. Kay focused on School Readiness 
and the skills required for a smooth transition from Pre School to Foundation.  

Kay spoke about how starting school is one of the major challenges facing young children and when children have 
a smooth transition to school, they are more likely to experience success in their future schooling.  

The emotional and social well-being of the children starting school is at the heart of our transition program. 

We want the children to feel safe and comfortable in their new environment. 

The transition program provides many opportunities for the children to visit the school, participate in, and enjoy a variety of activities 
that highlight different aspects of the school. Therefore making the unfamiliar, familiar.   

However, we also acknowledge that when a child starts school it affects the family whether it is your first or fourth child starting 
school. 

Therefore, we have developed an intensive transition program that caters for our new Foundation children and parents/caregivers. The 
parent component provides opportunities for the parents understand the different aspects of school. 

So that our parents/caregivers feel comfortable in the choice of school, they have made for their child.  

Kay referred to an excellent website for parents and teachers. www.kidsmatter.edu.au 

We look forward to getting to know our new Foundation children and their families for 2020. 

 If you have any questions please contact our Transition Coordinator, Lynn Bok on 9754 2505. 

 Carol Ould - Assistant Principal 

http://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/
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UDEC Study Trip to Japan… 
My Trip to Japan - By Ethan Coffey  

Kon’nichiwa.  I would like to share with you all my amazing time visiting Japan   My time in Japan may have been short, but I’ve 
gathered so many memories and made many friendships that will stay with me forever.  Going overseas on my own with students from 
other schools in our area, I was a little nervous but after our first orientation night about what was involved with the trip my nerves 
settled down.  What followed, after that was a great experience I got to be a part of. 

One of my many highlights was the kindness shown to me by my host family.  My host Mum and Dad, their son Shoma who is a Year 8 
student and their Grandmother made myself and another student feel very welcomed into their home.  One of the things I had to 
remember was to take my shoes off every time I entered the house and put on indoor slippers.   For me, staying with a host family you 
are no longer a tourist, but you live like a local and go about your day as normal.  So, a normal day with my host family was waking up 
at 4.30am because we had to catch the train which was an hour and a half travel just to get to school.  We always had a cooked 
breakfast and you would sit down and eat properly together.   We would get home late each night from school at around 7pm, it was a 
long day and tiring but our host Mum always had good food ready.  The evenings with my host family through the week was quiet, we 
would play a game or watch some TV, bedtime was 10pm and is very normal for kids to go to bed at this time.  My host family took us 
to several places around Tokyo on the weekend, Tokyo is a cool city, very busy, lots of old and new buildings mixed together with some 
amazing temples.  We went to an Italian restaurant for dinner one night and it was the best ever not very Japanese you might think but 
it showed me that they enjoyed other cultures as well  

Japanese schooling is very different to ours.  I attended Mito Eiko Primary which is a private school and very prestigious.  School started 
at 8.30am, before we entered the classroom we would remove our shoes and wear an inside shoe, it helped keep the classrooms tidy.  
Japanese schools don’t have cleaners, it is left to the kids to teach them responsibility and respect and that cleaning toilets, washing 
floors, sweeping floors, washing windows everyday did not put you above doing this kind of work.  The school was spotless!  The 
students are really disciplined when it comes to respect and responsibility and helped me take away something positive from what I 
saw, it’s a way of life for them.  They have the utmost respect for their school, their belongings and the older people.  At the start and 
end of each lesson students bow and greet their teachers and thank the teacher also.  Students had one lunch break and one short 
recess, leaves more time for learning in class.    ICT was fun we made a robot by using different codes to create a pattern so that the 
robot could move.  Art classes were fun as well as cooking and calligraphy and a Japanese class also.  In the cooking class we made a 
traditional Japanese trifle that we had with a matcha jelly and a red bean paste which I enjoyed.  On our last day at Mito Eiko the 
students gave us a farewell that I would never forget, we were all very sad to leave.  And it was also farewell to the most kindest host 
family. 

Our last week spent in Japan we visited so many fantastic places, one place was Hiroshima which I wasn’t to sure about because there 
was so much to take in.  We sampled local street food, shopped at markets, went to a shopping centre and I couldn’t resist buying 
pokemon cards,  We visited historical temples 100’s of years old, went to an anime shop, travelled on their bullet trains, we did a lot of 
walking too.  Our final visit was to Disneyland I could not wait.  it was the best way to end an amazing trip and my first time ever on a 
rollercoaster, I loved it.   

 I made friends with the group of students I went to Japan with and this was a real highlight we had so much fun, we laughed a lot, 
talked heaps and got on well with each other.  My family and I plan on staying in contact with my host family which is the rewarding 
part.  But, another reason our trip was amazing was because of Masae-sensei from Tecoma Primary and Mr Thompson the Principal of 
Tecoma Primary taking care of 18 kids. Thank you to these 2 very special teachers for helping us enjoy a trip I will remember for a long 
time  Toshi-sensei, you deserve so much respect,  thank you for putting up with me in class over the last 4 years your culture is unique 
and we can learn a lot from what you try to teach us students at BSPS.   

Lastly my Mum and Dad, thank you for giving me the opportunity to experience this trip. 

 

 

 

 



BELGRAVE SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER | Issue #9 5 

 

 

My Trip to Japan - Ashley Koolstra 
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ASSEMBLY AWARDS!!! 

IMPROVEMENT 

                     

Grade Name Reason 
FB Maeve C Maeve you have worked really hard to improve your writing. You 

are listening carefully to the sounds in the words you want to 
write and make fantastic attempts at unknown words. 

FD Ella C Ella, you have started term 3 so focused on improving your 
reading and writing. Your hard work on the letter sounds and 
sight words is already showing through when you read. 

1B Cayden A Well done Cayden. You have demonstrated persistence and have 
developed independence with your school work. In particular, I 
am so proud of the effort and improvement you have made in 
your writing. You should be so proud! 

1D Emelia M Emelia has been working incredibly hard every day in reading and 
writing and has shown outstanding improvement in these areas. 
Emelia completed a fantastic piece of writing this week about her 
holidays, demonstrating fantastic ideas and spelling. 

2K Lucy K Congratulations Lucy on receiving the improvement award. You 
have worked extremely hard in all areas of the curriculum, trying 
your best at all times, which has resulted in good progress with 
your reading and writing.  

2P Katherine M Katherine has demonstrated great improvement in her reading 
this week by looking carefully at the words and reading with 
increased accuracy. Wonderful work, Katherine! 

3B Ashton J I am delighted to give the Improvement Award to Ashton for his 
ability to clarify learning tasks and approach them with a positive 
‘can do’ attitude. I have been impressed with how Ashton has 
taken responsibility for his learning, takes on feedback and 
demonstrates pride in his work 

3D Maddy G Maddy has made improvements in her learning across all 
curriculum areas. This is because Maddy is always focused during 
instruction time and works carefully to complete all independent 
tasks to the best of her ability.  

4SD Alexis A Alexis has shown sizeable gains in her Measurement and 
Geometry understanding and Writing competency this semester. 
Great job! 

4ST Rylan F Rylan worked diligently to improve his biography on Daniel Rioli. 
His writing was detailed and included many interesting facts 
about his life. Rylan took on feedback and made the necessary 
changes. I was very proud of the piece of work that he created.  
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Important Dates… 
August  

Mon 5th – Fri 9th  Grade 5 Camp - Coonawarra Farm Resort 

Mon 5th   Grade 2 – Como House Excursion  

Tues 6th   Grade 6 – “Rock of Ages” Excursion  

Wed 7th   Prep – Melbourne Zoo Excursion  

Thurs 8th   Grade 6 – “Kokoda Day” Excursion  

Thurs 15th   WHOLE SCHOOL DISCO 

Sun 18th   Working Bee 

Wed 21st  BOOK WEEK – Dress Up Day  

Mon 26th   Grade 1 and 2 – Hooptime Minis  

Tues 27th – Fri 30th  Prep, Grade 1 and 2 – Swimming Program 

Fri 30th   Father’s Day Stall  

September 

Mon 2nd – Fri 6th  Prep, Grade 1 and 2 – Swimming Program  

Mon 2nd – Wed 4th Grade 3 and 4 Camp – Waratah Bay 

Thurs 5th   District Athletics 

Mon 9th   Grade 6 Production – Bump In Day 

Tues 10th – Wed 11th  Grade 6 Production  

Fri 13th   Grade 4 – Melbourne Aquarium Excursion  

   Prep 2020 – Transition Session – Specialist Program  

Wed 18th   Division Athletics 

Thurs 19th   Grade 1 and 6 Buddies – “Learning By Doing” incursion  

Fri 20th   Last Day Term 3 – 2:30pm finish  

October 

Mon 7th   Term 4 Starts 

Fri 10th   Grade 5 and 6 – District Summer Sports 

Fri 18th   Prep 2020 – Transition Session – Meet Grade 4 Buddies 

Fri 25th   Prep 2020 – Transition Session – Classroom Activities 
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November  

Tues 5th   Melbourne Cup Public Holiday  

Fri 8th    Prep 2020 – Transition Session – Classroom Activities 

Wed 13th   Prep 2020 – Transition Information Evening  

Fri 15th   Prep 2020 – Transition Session – Teddy Bears Picnic 

Sun 17th   Working Bee 

Tues 19th – 22nd Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 – Swimming Program 

Mon 25th – Fri 29th  Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 – Swimming Program 

Tues 10th   Prep 2020 – Orientation Day 

   JUMP UP DAY – Whole School 

Thurs 12th   CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Fri 20th   Last Day of Term 4 – 1:30pm finish 
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