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   FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER – THURSDAY 19TH DECEMBER   

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to our team! 

We warmly welcome some new members of staff to our team for 2020, Mason Fitzgerald, Megan Cameron, Jake 
Gordon and Rikki McCredden.  Mason joins us from The Patch Primary School, Megan from Burwood East 
Primary School, Jake from Rowville Primary School and Rikki from Upper Beaconsfield Primary School.  We are 
very excited to have them join us at Belgrave South and collectively they bring a great deal of expertise in 
teaching and learning.  You will begin to see their faces around the school as they start visiting to build 
relationships with our students and their connection with our staff team.   

On behalf of our whole staff, I would like to farewell Meagan Street, Emelia Gaulke, Katherine Dewick , Shay 
Donnachie and Anna Francis. 

Meagan will be transferring to Northcote Primary School to teach Grade 5/6, Emelia will be joining the Prep 
team at Willandra Rise Primary School, Katherine will be teaching Grade 2 at Wonga Park Primary School, Shay 
will be returning to adult education and Anna to Mount Dandenong Primary School.  I would like to thank all of 
them for their commitment to our school and for their support of our students while they have been at Belgrave 
South Primary School.  We wish them all the very best as they progress their careers and develop their craft in 
their new schools.   

Toshi Takahashi has taken on the Languages leadership role at his base school, Upwey High School, and has 
increased his teaching commitments there.  As a result he won’t be teaching Japanese at Belgrave South in 
2020.  He will still support our school through the Japanese network and will visit us when he is organising 
overseas study tours and network cultural events. We will have a new Japanese teacher for 2020.   I wish Toshi all 
the best for his new role and look forward to our schools participation in future study tours. 

From the Principal… 

      
By Stuart Boyle 
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Jump Up Orientation Day 

Last Tuesday our students ‘jumped-up’ to their new classes for 2020 and spent a learning block beginning to 
build their relationship with their new teacher and classmates.  It was a great morning and I visited each class to 
check in and formally acknowledge that the students were stepping up to the next grade level.  I am incredibly 
proud of our students for their enthusiasm and for showing their new teachers what wonderful classmates they 
will be in 2020. 

Our team for 2020: 

FOUNDATION 

FB – Lynn Bok FD – Sherrin Dwyer 

GRADE 1 

1B – Michele Bowes 1C – Megan Cameron 

GRADE 2 

2M – Rikki McCredden 2P – Meredith Pocklington 

GRADE 3 

3G – Jake Gordon 3S – Ronan Stafford 

GRADE 4 

4BN – Christine Bernhardt / Carla Nimiczek  4H – Leigh Hodgson 

GRADE 5 

5F – Mason Fitzgerald 5K – Elaine Kos 

GRADE 6 

6B – Suzanne Boatto 6P – Julie Price 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  Chris Anderson 

ART  Marcia Williams 

MUSIC (F-2)  Jodie Davis 

MUSIC 9 (3-6)   Kat Mizzi 

LIBRARY  Jenny James 

LITERACY SUPPORT Carol Ould 

STUDENT SUPPORT Di Martini 

Jackie Pancutt 

Ozana Milanovic 

Jess Mottram 

Lindy Bills 

Ash Larkins 

Lynette Roadknight 

BUSINESS MANAGER Robyn Garrett 
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OFFICE MANAGER Shelley Elso 

 

Farewell to our Grade 6 students 

Dear Class of 2019, 

‘A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.’  

The ancient Chinese proverb is correct.  Your journey is well and truly underway and with each new step you 
take, an exciting new horizon is revealed.   

Remember this quote as you move through Secondary School.  I hope it reminds to you to persevere when 
things get tough, aim high and never give up.  Be the very best that you can be.  The steps you take toward your 
future are based on the decisions you will make and the actions you are yet to take.  Your journey is yours and 
your destination is sure to be an incredible one. Be brave and courageous.  Be true to yourself.  You are the 
author of your story, the creator of your future.  

Finishing Primary School, you have taken a great step towards your future and I know you will keep discovering 
amazing things.  Look back on your time at Belgrave South fondly where many of the memories you carry with 
you were made, remember the wonderful teachers that you have had and the friendships you have made.  Carry 
these friendships with you as you forge ahead. 

It has been a privilege to have been your Principal for your senior years of Primary School. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed getting to know each of you, watching you grow into the wonderful young people that you are, sharing 
in your successes and watching you achieve amazing things.   

You have each left your mark on our school.  Your dedication to improving our school, leading projects and 
supporting each other and our younger students is commendable and I thank you very much for being the 
caring, considerate and kind young adults that you have become.   

On behalf of all the staff, I wish you every success for your future and hope that you will keep a strong 
connection with us at Belgrave South.  Visit us when you can and share with us your achievements.  We are very 
proud of you and will miss you very much. 

Grounds Improvement Works 

Our new learning centre at the bottom of the oval has finally begun to spring to life, emerging like the phoenix 
out of the ashes!  The building will be at lock-up by the end of this week and the interior fit out work will 
commence in the new year.  Once the construction phase of the building is finalised, we will be able to 
recommence our work to establish the garden space.  Lindy Bills will be working in the precinct for a day each 
week next year and will always be on the lookout for helping hands. 

You may have noticed the many coloured spray paint marks and numbers painted on the asphalt through the 
courtyards and wondered what I have been up to.  With the support of the Department of Education and 
Training, improvement works will be undertaken to address sections of uneven concrete and asphalt.  The works 
will commence at some stage early in the new year. 
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Colour Fun Run 

Our colour fun run was an incredible success.  The sun was shining (quite unusual given our run of luck with the 
weather and school events!) and the chalk was flying. It was fantastic seeing so many parents attending to watch 
the fun and many of our parents joined in to help the colour fly! 

I would like to thank our school community for supporting the event.  We raised just over $8,000 which will be 
directed towards improvements to our play spaces for our kids and the community to use. 

Seasons Greetings 

I would like to thank you all for your incredible support throughout the year.  It is my absolute pleasure to lead 
Belgrave South Primary School and I am so proud of everything that our students and my staff have achieved 
throughout the year.  I wish you all a very merry Christmas.  Enjoy time with your family and friends.  Take care 
and stay safe in our wonderful part of the world. I am looking forward to the new school year and the amazing 
opportunities that we will create together.  

Have a great week ahead and look forward to the next edition of the newsletter next week. 

Stuart Boyle  

Principal  

Curriculum Update… 
 
 

 

 

Preparing our grade six students for the next stage in their educational journey. 

The transition from primary to secondary school is a milestone in educational life, after the familiar surroundings 
of primary school, the move to secondary school will be both an exciting and perhaps daunting time for both you 
and your child. At Belgrave South we provide a transition program that supports our grade six students to feel 
comfortable and supported through this challenging time. Even the keenest student will take some adjusting to 
their new school's daily routines, the work load and the school's expectations. There are sure to be one or two 
bumps along the way which may cause some stress. 

Part of our transition is providing opportunities for students to express their concerns or with youth leaders from 

Reach. Reach was established in 1994 by Jim Stynes OAM (AFL Brownlow Medalist, youth motivator, and 
Victorian of the Year 2003) and Australian film director, Paul Currie. Reach was born from a desire to inspire 
every young person to believe in themselves and get the most out of life. 

Over the year I have had the opportunity to witness our students taking part in a session which aims to assist in 
the transition from primary to secondary school.  The workshops encourage our students to express and 
overcome fears, build self -confidence and develop personal leadership skills. Our students were engaged in high 
energy, interactive activities and powerful group discussions. 

They moved out of their comfort zone and interacted with other people in a very supportive environment. Thank 
you to Mrs Price and Mrs Boatto for providing this excellent life learning experience. 

http://www.reach.org.au/
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Remember your child’s secondary school will have year seven coordinators and councilors to support you and 
your child through transition. 

If you have any questions or concerns about transition please speak to our grade six teachers. 
 

 

New Year New Grade 

Starting a new grade is not an event but a normal step in the educational process. On Tuesday this week our 
students had their Jump Up Day. We know as our students progress through different grades in the school they 
face different challenges, including physical and emotional challenges, as well as academic and social demands. 

To support our students to adapt to these changes we have implemented strategies such as our Transition 
programs and Jump Up Day. At Belgrave South parents and teachers work together to help our students cope 
effectively with their varied school experiences with understanding and care. It will be normal for your child to 
feel a little apprehensive about their new grade. Acknowledge their feelings and reassure them that they will be 
fine. 

 If you have any concerns or questions please contact us. 

Celebrating Relationships 

The Kids Hope program has been operating for a number of years at BSPS. Kids Hope 
is a mentoring program. 

One of our mentors Godfrey Baker has been part of this program for thirteen years. 

KIDS HOPE mentors are the heart and soul of this wonderful program. All of our mentors are volunteers with a 
generous willingness to invest one hour of their week of their time into the life of a child in a local school who 
needs some extra support from a caring mature adult. 

The mentor works with a child each week for an hour. The mentor builds a caring relationship with their 
mentored child. The mentor enhances the learning capacity and help build resilience for the child.  

This year Kids Hope mentors organised a special session to celebrate the end of the year.  

On behalf of our school community I would like to say a sincere Thank You to our Kids Hope mentors for their 
kindness, generosity, support and most importantly their time that they give to our students.  

The students think very highly of their mentors and working with their mentor is a highlight in their school week. 
We look forward to the continuation of this very successful program next year. 

Congratulations Isla Holman, Paige Hollingworth, Phoenix 
Gilbert, Phoebe Edwards                                                                                                                                                                                               
and Will Rogerson (Absent) for receiving their Reading 
certificates on Monday. They have either completed the 
reading program Toe By Toe or Reading 100 Lessons.  To 
successfully complete these programs the students needed a Growth Mindset 
that ‘with hard work I can do this’ and determination. I would like to thank Mrs 
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Martini, Mrs Pancutt, Mrs Coley, Mrs Farrell and their families supporting them throughout the process. We are 
very proud of them. 

Excellence Awards  

Congratulations to the students who received an Excellence award 
for term four. 

These students use determination and persistence when faced with 
challenges. They demonstrate a desire to learn and respond 
positively to feedback and use this feedback to improve their 
learning. They use a growth mindset and work hard when 
undertaking new learning. Congratulations on being excellent role 
models for other students. 

 

Honesty  

Congratulations Amity and Milly for being excellent role 
models. Amity and Milly demonstrated honesty when the 
handed in money they found in the school yard. We are 
proud of you both. 

 

 

 

Carol Ould - Assistant Principal  

Important Dates… 
2020 

January  

Wed 29th   WHOLE SCHOOL – Curriculum Day – No students required at school  

Thurs 30th   First Day of School – Prep – Grade 6 

February  

Mon 3rd-Fri 7th  Grade 6 – Wilson’s Prom Camp  

Tues 18th    Prep – Curriculum Information Night 7pm 

Wed 19th    No School for Preps  

Fri 21st     Prep – Welcome to Prep BBQ 5:30pm 

Wed 26th    No School for Preps 
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March  

Wed 4th    No School for Preps 

Mon 9th    Labour Day Public Holiday – No school 

Wed 11th    Preps start full time  

Tues 17th    School Photos 

Sat 21st    STAXAFUN FETE!!!! 

Fri 27th    End Term 1 – 2:30pm dismissal 

April 

Mon 13th    Easter Monday – No school  

Tues 14th   Start Term 2 

Thurs 16th    Prep – Reading and Writing Information Night 7pm 

June  

Mon 8th    Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – No school 

Fri 26th    End Term 2 – 2:30pm dismissal 

July 

Mon 13th    Start Term 3 

September 

Mon 7th  Grade 6 Production – BUMP IN DAY 

Tues 8th – Wed 9th  Grade 6 Production!!!! 

TERM 4 ASSEMBLY AWARDS!!! 

      EXCELLENCE AWARDS 

Grade Name Reason 
FB Hunter B Hunter you have shown excellence throughout this Term in every 

aspect of your learning. You strive to be and do your best in all 
areas of the curriculum. Hunter you have worked consistently and 
independently which has resulted in your incredible 
improvements in reading, writing and number work. Hunter you 
always contribute your thinking during class activities and are an 
excellent role model in our classroom.  Congratulations Hunter, I 
am extremely proud of everything you have achieved!   

FD James G James you have made excellent progress in reading, writing and 
maths. You always demonstrate excellent learning behaviours 
and your ability to work independently and focus on all explicit 
instructions shows a strong respect towards your learning. You 
are a quiet achiever and when you share your thinking it is of 
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benefit to your peers.  Congratulations James, I am very proud of 
you.   

1B Cayden A Cayden has had a wonderful term four. He is an enthusiastic 
learner and consistently strives for excellence in all aspects of his 
learning. He has shown great improvement in many areas of the 
curriculum, particularly his writing. Cayden has beautiful manners 
and is always kind and caring towards his peers and teachers. 
Cayden consistently demonstrates respect and teamwork, 
enabling him to work well in group situations and develop great 
friendships. You are a pleasure to teach and are so deserving of 
this award. I am so proud of you.  

1D Shayla M Shayla is a conscientious student who gives one hundred percent 
of her effort in everything that she does. She is patient and kind, 
working well as part of a team while also showing independence 
in the good choices that she makes. Shayla contributes 
thoughtfully to class discussions and takes every opportunity to 
challenge herself in her learning. Shayla has beautiful manners, 
is responsible, and does the right thing even when nobody is 
watching. Shayla is a joy to teach and so deserving of this award. I 
am very proud of you Shayla, well done! 

2K Eli P Eli has had a fantastic year. Eli loves to learn and he has excelled 
in all areas of the curriculum. He is a very creative, deep thinker 
and has a wonderful imagination. Eli loves to write and what he 
produces is always entertaining to the reader. The class enjoys 
listening to Eli share his stories and they all sit there quietly, in 
suspense, eager to hear what is going to come next. Eli has a 
great sense of humour and will add this to his writing and within 
the classroom. He always makes me laugh. Eli should be 
commended for his dedication to his learning, reading 
consistently every night throughout the whole year.  He is always 
respectful to himself and others, making him a brilliant role 
model for his peers. Eli you have had an exceptional year and 
should be extremely proud of yourself. Congratulations on being 
the worthy recipient of this award. It has been a pleasure 
teaching you and I wish you all the best for next year! 

2P Ebony B Ebony is a diligent student who takes responsibility for her own 
learning. She has a desire to learn and responds positively to 
feedback, using it to develop her skills. Ebony works hard to 
process instruction of new concepts and does her best to 
implement them in her work. In addition to her conscientious 
work habits, Ebony brings a kind, considerate nature to the 
classroom. She always treats others with respect by listening to 
them and cooperating in games and activities. It is a delight 
teaching Ebony, as she demonstrates respect across all areas: the 
environment, others and herself. Congratulations on receiving 
this award, Ebony. You are very deserving of it and can be very 
proud of your efforts. 

3B Olivia M Olivia is a friendly, hardworking and helpful member of our class 
who consistently shows respect to herself, other people and our 
school environment.  In class, Olivia shows dedication and focus 
in all learning situations. She puts 100% effort into her work and 
completes tasks to the best of her ability, within a given time 
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frame. Olivia is an outstanding role model for her peers. She is 
always well mannered in front of her classmates and teachers. 
Whenever she is working in a team situation, Olivia confidently 
accepts leadership roles, and happily cooperates with the other 
members of her group to ensure tasks are completed to a high 
standard. Olivia makes a keen effort to ensure our classroom is 
neat by helping to put things back where they belong. She keeps 
a tidy work area and looks after her belongings.   Olivia is an 
absolute pleasure to teach and a most deserving recipient of this 
award. Congratulations Olivia, we are so proud of you. Keep 
smiling! 

3F Abby E I am delighted to give this excellence award to Abby for an 
outstanding semester of learning. Abby is a very respectful and 
diligent member of our class. She listens attentively to 
instructions, completes tasks to the best of her ability and takes 
on board feedback to improve her skills. Abby is very kind to her 
fellow students, frequently acknowledging others acts of kindness 
and supporting other students to do their best. Abby has high 
expectations of herself and demonstrates persistence and 
determination in tackling new learning, frequently achieving very 
high results. Abby’s confidence has increased during this 
semester and it has been wonderful to see her emerging 
leadership skills.  

4SD Alexis A Alexis has had a superb term. She has matured personally and 
interpersonally becoming much better at managing her emotions 
and navigating potential conflict situations. Alexis has helped 
peers of her own volition and improved her collaboration in 
group work scenarios. She has also gone out of her way to make 
two new students in our grade feel welcomed, appreciated and 
comfortable throughout their transition days. Similarly, she has 
displayed the utmost responsibility and care for her prep buddy 
during these sessions.  Alexis has grown as a learner, I’ve been 
stunned at her ability to recall the finest of details from our text: 
‘Inside Out and Back Again’ as well as her ability to predict, infer, 
compare, contrast and make connections. On the same 
wavelength, her persuasive writing is filled with persuasive 
devices and genuine emotion, eliciting a true writer’s voice with 
an arsenal of advanced vocabulary.  Alexis has taken keen interest 
in our Inquiry unit of Sustainability. She has acquired plenty of 
knowledge about waste disposal and consumption issues, as well 
as more sustainable solutions. She has been an innovative thinker 
and contributor during these lessons and I’d encourage her to 
continue to enact change.  Congratulations Alexis, continue 
developing these traits to get the best out of yourself next year 
and beyond.  

4ST Keagan W Keagan had a fantastic term, he has made a conscious effort and 
commitment to change his attitude and effort in the classroom 
for the better. He is dedicated to completing his best work; I have 
been particularly impressed with how he has sought feedback on 
his writing and readily made those changes to improve his work. 
This has shown an incredible dedication to his learning. With 
growing maturity, it has led to him making stronger choices 
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towards his behaviour and learning which has resulted in a 
growth mindset in the classroom. Congratulations on all that 
you’ve achieved!  I am so proud of you and I know that you will 
continue to grow as a learner as you enter grade 5. 

5G Ashley K Ashley has had a fantastic year!  She is a dedicated and focused 
student who always makes the best of all opportunities 
presented to her. She is a terrific role model as she gives new 
challenges a go and does so with enthusiasm, positivity and lots 
of questions!  Ashley is gentle, thoughtful and kind to all, and is 
always respectful of others opinions and feelings. She is always 
the first to offer assistance with jobs in the classroom such as 
being a bin monitor and helping her peers and tidying up. This is 
an active demonstration of her helpful and empathetic 
nature.  Ash, it has been an absolute pleasure to teach you this 
year. I am so proud of all you’ve achieved.   

5H Matilda K Matilda’s attitude to school is nothing short of excellent. Her 
helpfulness and selflessness does not go unnoticed as she assists 
peers and staff alike with any and all tasks. Matilda has been our 
JSC leader for this year and has been instrumental in creating a 
teachers verses students games week; highlighting her leadership 
qualities.  She gives up her own time working to work on the JSC 
projects. As well as this, she is diligent with her classwork. Her 
academics have gone from strength to strength this term as well 
and she has worked hard to extend herself in all areas of learning.  
Well done Matilda, you have been a fantastic asset to BSPS and I 
look forward to see you continuing your excellence into grade 6. 

6B Daniel D Daniel has had an amazing year, working diligently to improve in 
all areas.  He excels in mathematics, pushing himself to achieve 
the highest scores.  Daniel always takes on feedback and listens 
carefully to instructions and mini lessons.  He worked tirelessly to 
improve his reading and writing, making huge progress and 
writing an amazing persuasive essay.  Daniel is a kind and caring 
member of our classroom, working happily with everybody.  He is 
a peacemaker, willing to compromise for the better of a group 
and will support his friends through tough days.  Daniel always 
finds time to chat to me about his day and ask how mine is going.  
His smile brings joy to those around him and he is always polite 
and respectful to everyone.  Daniel has given up his time as a 
Library Leader, putting away books and tidying for Mrs James.  He 
is always helpful with any tasks that need doing, even in his own 
time.  Well done Daniel on a fantastic end to your primary school 
life.  

6P Fletcher M Fletcher has had an amazing final year of primary school. His is a 
worthy recipient of our class Excellence Award of this term. Fletch 
did an amazing job as our Master of Ceremonies for our 
Remembrance Day service. His mature attitude towards the topic 
was admirable. Fletcher has made a commitment to improving 
his behaviour and attitude and effort towards his learning. I am 
so proud of what he has achieved not only this term but his 
transformation over the entire year. Fletcher has set himself up 
for a positive transition to high school. Keep kicking goals, Fletch. 
I am so proud of you.    



BELGRAVE SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER | Issue #16 11 

 

 

  



BELGRAVE SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER | Issue #16 12 

 

 

  



BELGRAVE SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER | Issue #16 13 

 

 

Community Notices 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Belgrave 
South 

Primary 
School 

Fortnightly 
Newsletter 

  

 

 

 


