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   FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER – FRIDAY 15TH FEBRUARY   

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to school for 2019.  We have had an incredible start to the new school year and everyone is ready 
for another exciting year of learning and the many positive challenges that this brings. 

Our staff returned the week before school commenced and were busy setting up learning spaces and looking at 
student learning data from previous years so that they were ready to hit the ground running.  We held our Staff 
Learning Conference on January 29 exploring student writing performance, criteria driven assessment and 
moderation of writing.  This will underpin the learning goals that students set in the area of writing and the 
provision of feedback and feedforward to improve writing performance.  Improving student performance in the 
area of writing is one of our focus areas for 2019. 

Welcome to Prep for our new families 

Friday 1st February was a very special day as it saw our Foundation (Prep) students officially start school.  After 
our wonderful transition program throughout Term 3 and 4 last year, we can hardly call them new.   The 
courtyard was brimming with excitement from Mums and Dads and the students were full of confidence and so 
eager to begin their primary school experience.  We look forward to many amazing achievements and a 
wonderful partnership over the next seven years. 

We have had many new students start at our school at the beginning of the year, many of whom have just 
moved to Belgrave South or Heights.  I would like to warmly welcome all of our new families and I know that 
they will make many great connections with others in our local community.   

 

 

From the Principal… 

      
By Stuart Boyle 
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FETE – Save the date! 

Our Fete is locked in for Saturday 30th March and is sure to be an amazing event again this year – we are sure 
that the weather will be much better than last year!  Make sure you put the date on the calendar and let all the 
family and friends know that you would like them to come along.  It is a great chance to have some fun and food 
with friends! 

Wonderful events like the fete don’t just happen – it takes the support of many volunteers and a huge amount of 
teamwork and community spirit.  It is not too late to be involved.  We are still looking for some Stall Captains 
and helpers.   

A separate letter will be sent home outlining the many different ways that you can support the event and the 
small donations needed for each of the stalls. The hamper theme for each year level is also listed in this letter. 
Raffle tickets will be distributed to families in the coming weeks. 

Our next fete meeting is Thursday 21st Feb at 7pm in the Staffroom – all welcome to attend.   

Congratulations to Mr A 

Mr A was recently awarded the Outer East Metro Region Sport Ambassador of the Year at the 2018/2019 Cricket 
Victoria School Ambassador Awards.  This is an amazing accolade for a member of our team and recognises his 
dedication and commitment to promoting sporting activities and getting students involved in school sport.  We 
would also like to congratulate Mr A and thank him for his endless enthusiasm and passion for getting our 
students involved in sport. 

New Solar Panels 

We are taking a huge focus this year on considering our environmental footprint and reducing our use of non-
renewable energies and non-recyclable materials.  This will take some time to adjust to and will mean that we 
have to make some changes to our practices that will take a bit of getting used to.  Like any change, it can be 
quite disruptive at first, just think of the phasing out of plastic bags at supermarkets as an example. 

I would like to encourage our students to think about the packaging of food items in their lunchboxes to see if 
bits of glad-wrap can be spared or snack biscuits can be placed in the sections of the container straight from 
larger packets rather than individually wrapped snack size portions.  Our students eat their fruit snack and their 
lunch while seated in their classrooms which will surely help us to eliminate the need for portable packaging of 
food.   

We have had new solar panels installed on the roof of the Junior School Building over the January holidays.  With 
the incredibly sunny weather last week, this system was generating enough electricity to power the whole 
school which represents a massive change to our reliance in non-renewable sources of electricity which is 
amazing. 

We have had gutters on the breezeway replaced to better direct water into the tanks which have also been 
cleared so that we can harvest more water to flush the toilets and reduce our reliance on mains water usage.  We 
will continue to make changes to our practices and our environmental leaders will be writing about them in 
future editions of our newsletter. 

Sunsmart and Hot Weather – especially hats and sunscreen 

With the weather being so inconsistent throughout the summer season so far, it is easy to forget about being 
sunsmart.  School hats with a broad brim to protect the face, ears and neck must be worn when going outside, 
caps are not suitable and should not be brought to school.   
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It is a great idea to put sunscreen on the children before they leave for school with an easy-to-apply tube or 
spray in their bags for them to be able to use to reapply before going outside to play.  As we are not able to apply 
it for them, some practice for our junior students would be a great idea.  We have some school-supplied 
sunscreen in each learning area as a back-up but will require consent before students are able to use this so that 
you can be sure that it will not cause skin irritation or allergy.   

School Council Elections and Timeline 

Our next school council meeting will be the final meeting of the current school council.  I would like to 
acknowledge our school council members for the incredible job that they do and the support that they provide 
to the process of improving the facilities of our school and the learning programs that we provide.   

Four of our parent representatives and two DET representatives will reach the end of their two year tenure in 
March and we will have four positons in the parent category and two DET positions vacant as a result.  I would 
like to thank Simon Eaton, Brett Lewis, Anthony Jones, Karen Penwarden, Emelia Gaulke and Carol Ould for 
their commitment to being on school council and for their service to our school community, they have worked 
tirelessly to improve our school and its facilities and programs.  

TIMELINE FOR 2018 SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION:  

Notice of election and call for nominations Monday, 18 February 2019 

Closing date for nominations Monday, 25 February 2019 at 4pm 

List of candidates and nominators posted Tuesday, 26 February 2019 

Ballot paper distributed (if required; if more 
nominations than vacancies are received in 
either category) 

Thursday, 28 February 2019 

 

Close of ballot Thursday, 7 March 2019 at 4.00 pm  

Vote count Friday, 8 March 2019 

Declaration of the poll and announcement 
to the community 

Friday, 9 March 2019 

AGM and First Council meeting to elect 
office bearers 

Wednesday, 20 March 2019 

 

Nomination forms will be available from the office from Monday, February 18 2019. 

Accident Insurance 

A reminder for our families that Belgrave South Primary School and the Department of Education and Training 
do not provide personal accident insurance for students.  

Parents and guardians are responsible for the cost of any medical treatment for injured students, including any 
transport costs. Student accident insurance policies are available from some commercial insurers which cover a 
range of medical expenses not covered by Medicare or private health insurance.  
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The School and Department of Education and Training do not hold insurance for personal property brought to 
schools and there is no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property. It is advisable that students do 
not bring valuable items to school. 

Have a great week ahead.  

Stuart Boyle  

Principal  

Curriculum News… 
 

 

 

 

 

Building a Professional Learning Community at Belgrave South 

‘A professional learning community that leads to continuous improvement in teaching practices and student 
outcomes does not just happen. It depends on a strong professional culture characterised by shared norms and 
values, a focus on student learning, collaborative approaches to work and reflective inquiry into teaching 
practices, as well as leadership that fosters and supports that professional culture.’ Ingvarson says. (Lawrence 
Ingvarson is a Principal Research Fellow in the Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) Teaching and 
Learning research program). 

On Tuesday 28th February, all our staff were involved in professional development to strengthen our 
professional learning community. We were focusing on student learning in Writing. 

Throughout term one, the staff will meet each week for Professional Development to build their capacity and 
continue to improve their teaching practices with a focus on Writing. Developing their skills and knowledge 
based on research in the best teaching practice in Writing. To ensure we implement consistent teaching 
approaches to cater for all student needs.  

 

 

Learning together at Wilson’s Prom 
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Building a Learning Community  

An effective learning environment starts with building a caring classroom. 

Belgrave South is committed to ensuring that improved student learning is the highest priority. This is achieved 
by providing a comprehensive curriculum based on Government Curriculum Framework and guidelines with a 
focus on personalised learning. By identifying and focusing on the aptitude and interests of each individual 
student, the school provides a learning environment that ensures students have every opportunity to reach their 
potential. 

To enable students to be the best they can requires a teaching and learning culture that helps students to 
become independent thinkers who can take risks, learn from mistakes and believe in their own abilities.  

Research has shown that students thrive in classroom communities that meet their basic psychological needs for 
autonomy, belonging and competence. When such classrooms emphasize the importance of cooperation, 
collaboration, kindness and personal responsibility, students are more likely to treat one another with respect. 
As a result, they feel safer and more secure in school and are more willing to take risks to share their thinking. 
They are better able to stand up for what they believe and to be sensitive to others feelings and opinions. 
Students are more likely to be motivated to learn for the sake of learning, rather than for good grades or other 
extrinsic rewards. 

They can work out problems, and they are more likely to take responsibility for their behavior and their learning. 

The key to teaching children social and emotional skills is creating a classroom culture built on community. 

Our social and emotional curriculum sits side by side with our academic curriculum. We know strong learning 
communities are developed through trust and mutual respect. Students need to believe they belong. They need 
to learn the skills and strategies to learn to regulate their emotions and be able to negotiate complex social 
challenges in order to learn.   

To ensure we have a shared commitment to work together to create an effective learning environment the staff 
at Belgrave South  use the first two weeks to build the learning and caring community environment throughout 
the whole school. The time spent establishing the learning environment for the year is crucial as the grade 
becomes a team and develops its sense of purpose.  

Building caring classroom relationships is the key to creating a successful learning community. A strong 
classroom community is one in which students feel empowered and valued. Where they have a voice, but they 
also respect the voice of others. 

Some of the areas the whole school will focus on will include the following:  

Establishing class rules and routines   

Developing criteria for classroom tasks   

Identifying learning styles     

Learning how to work co-operatively in groups and friendship skills     

The importance of healthy foods, water and rest   

Establishing Rules and expectations of Respect for Self, Others and the Environment 
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Scientific studies have shown that kindness has a great number of physical and emotional benefits and that 
children require a healthy dose of the warm and fuzzies in order to flourish as health, happy, well-rounded 

individuals. 

 This week’s focus for our achievement awards was on 
showing kindness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our worthy recipients for showing acts of kindness. 

 

Parent /Teacher Interviews Wednesday 20th February 2019 

  Working together to provide the best Learning and Teaching environment 

for your child. 
 

 

 

We would like to invite you to take the opportunity to come and meet your child’s teacher on Wednesday 20th 
February.  We appreciate your time and interest in your child’s education, and ask you to nominate a preferred 
time on the website - schoolinterviews.com.au  and use code ft8db. 

The purpose of these interviews is for us to get to know your child.  The more we know about our students, the 
more effectively we can cater for their needs – academically, socially, physically and emotionally. Our focus for 
the commencement of the year has been on student wellbeing and development along with classroom 
management through our Student Wellbeing Program.  Meeting parents/carers is an essential part of 
establishing a working environment. 

If your child has particular medical or social needs, please be sure to share these at the interview.   

Please be assured that all information shared will be treated confidentially and will only be used to further 
assist and get to know your child. 
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At this early stage of the year, we are unable to give academic progress reports to parents.  A formal opportunity 
for an academic interview will occur later in the year.  

Please feel welcome to make a further appointment with the class teacher at any time during the year.  We 
would appreciate the opportunity to discuss any concerns as they occur. 

We look forward to sharing a happy and successful year with your family. 

Caro Ould 

Assistant Principal 
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FORTNIGHTLY STUDENT AWARDS!!! 

KINDNESS    

Grade Name Reason 
FB Brodie C Brodie you are a kind and caring member of our classroom. You 

have shown kindness towards your peers during inside and 
outside activities. Well done!  

FD Ella H Ella you have been a kind and caring friend in our classroom over 
the last week. It has been lovely to see you show kindness to your 
peers. Keep it up!   

1B Jamieson C Jamieson you are always demonstrating kindness at school. You 
are considerate and caring towards your peers and teachers, 
making a great role model. You are a great example of a bucket 
filler, consistently filling people’s buckets with smiles, sharing and 
listening. Well done Jam, keep spreading your kindness. 

1D Alicia S Alicia is kind and friendly member of our class and has had a 
fantastic start to Term 1, as part of 1D’s Kindness Crew. Alecia is 
considerate of others feelings and consistently shows kindness 
towards all of her classmates by taking the time to listen, help 
and be a great friend to everyone. Well done Alicia! 

2K Lucy K Congratulations Lucy on consistently displaying kindness within 
the classroom. You have settled in well to Belgrave South Primary 
and have already established many good friendships. I have 
witnessed your kindness and caring nature many times this week. 
You are always willing to share your belongings with others and 
you even gave an icy-pole to a friend who didn’t have one! Keep 
displaying this wonderful quality! 

2P Mia G Mia is a delightful student who demonstrates kindness daily. She 
is thoughtful of others, speaking nicely to them in her interactions 
and displaying patience if other students take a bit longer to do 
something. It has been lovely to see her include others in her 
play, particularly a new classmate to Belgrave South Primary 
School. Her open, friendly smile is very welcoming and lets others 
know she is accepting of them. 

3B Paige H  Paige shows kindness towards her classmates as she always 
speaks with respect and thoughtfulness.  

3D Archie H  Archie is always the first to show kindness.  He always tries his 
best to support his classmates and teachers whenever they are in 
need.  Archie always considers how he can help others and does 
it with a smile. 

4SD Erin G Erin has made a terrific start to Grade 4 by regularly 
demonstrating kindness in the classroom. Erin speaks to teachers 
and peers with impeccable manners and a gentle tone 
exemplifying her polite personality. Her conduct in terms of 
portraying respectful relationships is exactly what her classmates 
should be aspiring to and I’ve been delighted to observe her so 
easily transition to our school this year. Well done Erin!  

4ST Allanah H  Allanah is a kind and caring member of our class, she is always 
eager to assist others and asks if her peers need help. In 
particular, Allanah has shown great kindness in our classroom by 
taking a new member of our grade under her wing and showing 
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her the Belgrave South way! A fantastic start to the school year, I 
look forward to seeing many more acts of kindness!  

5G Rocky T Rocky is compassionate and kind friend. He has spent many 
recesses, lunches and afternoon plays inside with a friend who 
was unable to play outside. He is thoughtful during learning time; 
he always goes out of his way to help others get ready for 
learning.  Well done on an excellent start to Grade 5!  

5H Patience H Patience is a thoughtful student who always takes into account 
the feelings of other students. She has gone out of her way to 
make sure that new students to both the school and the 
classroom have felt welcome and incorporated them in whatever 
she has been doing. Well done Patience. 

6B Daniel D Daniel showed amazing kindness throughout the grade 6 camp.  
He supported peers who were homesick or needed help with 
their tents.  When the camp conditions took a turn for the worse 
and we were required to return early, Daniel helped teachers, 
peers alike packing up belongings, and tents.  Daniel you are a 
star! 

6P Logan C During our time at camp Logan showed kindness. He was kind to 
our cooks, taking time out of his day to talk with them. Logan 
showed kindness making sure people were included in all 
activities. He always had a smile on his face and this makes 
people want to interact with him, knowing they will be treated 
kindly. Any task I have asked Logan to do to assist with setting up 
activities he has done willingly. Well done Logan. 

 

Important Dates… 
February 

Thurs 21st   Drama Toolbox starts for Preps 

Fri 22nd   Drama Toolbox starts for Grades 1 and 2 

March  

Fri 1st    Welcome to Prep BBQ – 5:30pm – 7:30pm 

Mon 11th    Labour Day Public Holiday – NO SCHOOL  

Fri 15th    Grade 5 and 6 Reach Rookys 

Tues 19th    School Photos  

Sat 30th    STAXAFUN Fete!!!!! 

April  

Mon 1st   CURRICULUM DAY – NO SCHOOL  

Fri 5th    Grade Prep – 2 - Easter Bonnet Parade  

Last day of Term 1 – 2:30pm dismissal  

Tues 23rd    Term 2 Starts  
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Community Notices 
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