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175 COLBY DRIVE, BELGRAVE SOUTH 3160 

TELEPHONE: 03 9754 2505   FACSIMILE: 03 9754 6433 
EMAIL: belgrave.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Friday 12th May 2017 

Respect Self  Respect Others  Respect the Environment 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Suzanne Boatto – Deans Award 

I have spoken at our assembly and to many students about high       
expectations and the importance of investing extra effort in order to 
achieve extraordinary things and I would like to make special mention 
of the extraordinary achievement of one of our teachers, Suzanne 
Boatto.  This week, Suzanne was the recipient of the Monash University 
Dean’s Award for Achievement.  This award is presented to the top 20 
students in the field of education across all Monash campuses in an 
undergraduate degree.  An incredible achievement.  Congratulations 
Suzanne, we are very proud of you and very lucky to have you as a 
member of our team. 

Open Day & School Tours 

Our Open Morning is fast approaching – it will be held during Education 
Week on Thursday 25th May between 9am and 11am.   It is such a  
wonderful opportunity for parents and friends to call in and visit our 
classrooms and join in with the learning that is taking place.  If you can 
make some time, we would love to see you on the day. 

Education Week is also a chance for families with children who will be 
starting school next year to book in for a tour on the Open Morning or 
for morning tours on Saturday 20th May and Saturday 27th May at 
10:30am and 11:30 am both days as part of our Education Week       
celebrations.   

Science and Inquiry Centre 

Over the coming term, our PMP room will be transformed into a       
Science and Inquiry Discovery Centre.  This will be a brilliant learning 
space that will be utilised by students from Foundation through to Year 
6 to support our Science and Inquiry programs that challenge both  
critical and creative thinking.  It will also provide us with a valuable 
space for our parents and the wider community to use for programs of 
learning that will help us to develop our own skills and connections with 
others. 

Digital Device Program 

I am excited to announce that the digital device program will be starting 
later this term for students in Year 5 & 6.  Technology is becoming an 
essential tool to support learning and our program will transition      
students effectively into using a 1-to-1 device as they head towards 
secondary school.  Our Digital Device Program is an extension of our 
existing Information and Communications Technology (ICT) framework 
and significantly enhances access to technology for students across the 
school.  The program will also have a strong connection to the Science 
and Inquiry Centre. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
MAY 
 
Thurs 18th Transition school tour 9:30am 
 
Sat 20th   Open Day Tours 10:30-11:30/ 
   11:30-12:30 
 
Mon 22— 
Fri 26th  EDUCATION WEEK 
 
Tues 23rd   Transition school tour 9:30am 
 
Thurs 25th SCHOOL OPEN DAY 9:00-  
   11:00am 
 
Fri 26th  District Cross Country 
 
Sat 27th   Open Day Tours 10:30-11:30/ 
   11:30-12:30 
 
Wed 31st  Transition school tour 9:30am 
 
JUNE 
 
Thurs 1st  5/6 Winter Sports  
 
Fri 2nd  5/6 Sovereign Hill Excursion 
 
Thurs 8th  Transition school tour 9:30am 
 
Fri 9th   JSC Crazy Hair/Free Dress Day 
 
Wed 14th  Transition school tour 9:30am 
 
Mon 19th— 
Fri 23rd  Grade 5 Camp at Coonawarra 
 
Mon 26th   Parent Teacher Interviews/ 
   Curriculum Day 
 
Fri 30th   Term 2 Ends—2:30pm finish 
 
JULY 
 
Mon 17th   Term 3 Starts 
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NAPLAN Congratulations 

I would like congratulate our Year 3 and 5 students for their mature approach to the completion of the NAPLAN assessments this 

week.  They were incredibly supportive of one another and gave each test their best effort. There is much hype that surrounds 

NAPLAN in the media and it was refreshing when speaking with our students to hear that their approach was to view this as a series 

of learning activities that would help them to better understand their strengths as learners and to identify the areas that we could 

continue to support them to work on.  A very healthy approach indeed and one that we need to remember this time next year.  

Mother’s Day 

I would like to thank all of our parent helpers for making our Mother’s Day stall a wonderful success.  There will certainly be many 

happy Mum’s on Sunday when they receive their special gifts.  I would especially like to acknowledge the work of Ingrid Finch and 

Rochelle DeVahl for their attention to detail and their meticulous planning.  So much thought went into selecting the many different 

gift options that were on offer this year.  I would also like to thank Ethel Attard for her generous donations to the stall this year. 

I would like to wish all of our Mum’s a very special day on Sunday – it is a chance for us to think about the care and nurturing that 

Mum’s provide and to let them know how special they are.  It is also a day to remember all the women who have played a pivotal 

role the many generations of our families.    

Parents and Friends Association 

The involvement of our parents and friends in our school is invaluable.  It ensures that the many student events and programs that 

benefit our school and students run successfully. In our busy schedule, people often think that because they cannot commit to   

helping with every event or attend the steering committee meetings, that they cannot be involved.   

If you can help with the planning and organisation of even one of the events on the PFA calendar, we would be delighted to have 

you involved.  We will be publishing a calendar of events very soon to give you the chance to join in and help us raise funds that will 

support our fantastic programs and improve our learning spaces. 

Aftercare Survey 

I have had further discussions with OSH Club regarding the introduction of a holiday care program. OSH Club needs to determine the 

expected demand for the service before they can indicate the options for our school and have created an online survey to gather 

feedback from our community.  If this service is something that you would utilise, please make sure that your voice is heard.  Follow 

the link to provide your input.  

http://app.surveymethods.com/EndUser.aspx?B793FFE7B2FCE5E4B0 

Have a wonderful week ahead. 

Stuart Boyle— Principal 

National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy

(NAPLAN) tests 

This week the national literacy and numeracy tests were  

administered to students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 throughout 

Australia.  

Later in the year in August your grade 3 or 5 student will bring home their NAPLAN report. It is           

important to remember that the   results reflect each student’s performance at a single point in time only.  

 Teachers in all schools assess their students’ learning in literacy and numeracy on an ongoing basis.  NAPLAN testing is just one 

more piece of information that a teacher uses to inform their teaching. Schools use results to review and evaluate their teaching 

programs and to set goals in literacy and numeracy. Teachers use results to help them better identify students who require greater 

challenges or additional support. Remember you can discuss your student’s progress with their teacher or school at any time. 

file:///C:/Users/02580601/Documents/Custom Office Templates
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Healthy Mind, Healthy Body  

Education Week 21 - 27 May 

2017  

This year’s Education Week will be celebrated from 21 

to 27 May with the theme of Healthy Mind, Healthy 

Body. 

We are proud that Belgrave South we strive to build personal resilience as it benefits students 

both within school and through the rest of their lives. We want students to be equipped with 

skills and strategies to tackle current and future challenges. 

At Belgrave South we have implemented School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) to 

support this. 

SWPBS is a whole school system to support appropriate student behaviours to create positive learning environments. SWPBS is a 

capacity-building program that builds school environments in which positive behaviour is more successful than problem behaviour, 

therefore allowing academic success to be achieved. 

At the same time Belgrave South promotes the importance of being active. We know that physical activity is vital for increased 

health and fitness, developing coordination and motor skills, and has a positive effect on general wellbeing including mental health 

and social development. Sports are a very important aspect of our school curriculum, where we focus on enjoyment, participation 

and effort, rather than on winning and losing.  

Belgrave South Primary School community seeks to develop an inclusive, stimulating and nurturing environment. The staff are very 

professional, and provide students with a challenging and supportive learning environment. We aim to provide the very best     

learning opportunities that meet their individual learning needs through differentiation and targeted learning groups. We believe 

that it is important to grow the whole child, supporting them not only academically, but to develop and extend their social and  

emotional learning.   

Education Week is an opportunity for Belgrave South to showcase the work we are doing for students to help ensure healthy minds 

and bodies and celebrate all aspects of our school including sport, dance, mentoring, literacy, numeracy, art, social skills and much 

more.  

We would like to invite you to our Open Day on Thursday 25th May. 11, 17 We will also be conducting tours at 9.00am and 10.00am 

on this day.  

We understand that we are part of the community that raises your child, and we strongly value the relationships that we build with 

you to help raise a happy, successful child. 

We hope you can join us as we celebrate our wonderful school. 

Education Week is an opportunity for Belgrave South to showcase the work we are doing for students to help ensure healthy minds 

and bodies and celebrate all aspects of our school including sport, dance, mentoring, literacy, numeracy, art, social skills and much 

more.  

We would like to invite you to our Open Day on Thursday 25th May. 11, 17 We will also be       

conducting tours at 9.00am and 10.00am on this day.  

 We understand that we are part of the community that raises your child, and we strongly value 

the relationships that we build with you to help raise a happy, successful child. 

 We hope you can join us as we celebrate our wonderful school. 

Carol Ould,  Assistant Principal  
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For your information…     

 

 

     IS NOW… 

Please install on... 

 

WELLBEING NEWS... 

WAYS TO CALM AN ANXIOUS CHILD 

Feelings are a natural and normal part of growing up – including anxiety.  In my work as a school chaplain, I 

deal daily with children who are experiencing strong emotions.  Our aim as parents and carers is not to shield 

children from all anxious thoughts as navigating anxiety is an essential life skill that will serve them in the years 

to come. Our role as parents is more to ensure that we give our children the skills and tools to manage their 

anxious thoughts so that they do not impact too much on their daily life and/or activities.  

The following ideas might be helpful if you would like to provide your child with some skills to manage their 

anxiety and enhance their overall wellbeing. They are taken from a great website called PsychCentral which is 

an Australian website that has a range of resources and information around mental health and wellbeing 

(http://blogs.psychcentral.com/stress-better/2016/03/49-phrases-to-calm-an-anxious-child/). 

Thanks,  

Mandy Stevens, Chaplain 

 

file:///C:/Users/02580601/Documents/Custom Office Templates
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Yarra Ranges Council is developing an action plan to identify and act on key priorities for 

children aged in the “Middle Years” (8 to 14 years). There is an increasing recognition 

that the middle years is a critical period of development between childhood and adoles-

cence and Council wishes to develop a plan that is focussed on improving outcomes for 

children in the middle years in Yarra Ranges. 

We will be consulting with a range of groups across the Yarra Ranges in the coming 

months to inform the Plan. 

Parents are a key, and very important, group we are seeking to engage with. 

  

Date: Tuesday 30th May 2017 

Time:  9.15 – 9.45 am 

    Location: Belgrave South Primary School (at Sophie’s)  

                      A delicious morning tea will be provided     

RSVP 

Carol Ifkovich is the project worker who will be running the meeting. 

Could you please send her a text (0412041914) or an email (carol@limegroup.net.au) letting her 

know that you are coming along or for more information. 

THANKS!  

mailto:carol@limegroup.net.au
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GOTCHA AWARDS, CHESS AWARDS, MOTHERS DAY STALL AND PREP MOTHERS DAY MORNING TEA... 
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OSH Club Program Update 

Dear Parents of Belgrave South OSH Club,  

We hope everyone’s had a great week! This is just to let parents know that our Coordinator – Swella Fernandes will be on leave for a few 

days until June and we are so happy to have our permanent assistant Amanda Dare step up in her absence. We will also have Courtney 

Dodson taking charge of the program during this period and she is definitely looking forward to planning great experiences for our     

OSHClub kids! During this temporary transition, we will do all that it takes from our end to maintain continuity in practices for the       

parents and the kids.  

Your support during this process would also help us go a long way to ensure kids are safe, healthy and happy!! 

In order to ensure your child’s well being and safety, it is vital that we stick to pick up protocols. 

For pick ups it is essential that individuals that pick up the for the first time and  that do not reflect on the child’s enrolment need to pro-

duce valid ID as well as a text message from the parent / guardian on the child’s enrolment on 0437 388 256 or email us 

osclub.belgravesouth@gmail.com  authorising OSHClub to release your child to the concerned individual.  

For parents, guardians that regularly pick up kids, please do cooperate with us on furnishing ID to new staff members on the rare days 

that we have bigger numbers and would have to have besides our permanent staff members also appoint new support staff. We thank 

you for your patience in this regard! 

Don’t forget to have a little glimpse of our visual diary near the sign in / out area as well as the child portfolios that detail your children’s 

art work and other experiences at OSHClub. 

 

Next Week’s Activities... 

 

 

   

   

   OSHC program phone: 0437 388 256 

   Coordinator: Swella 

   Assistants: Amanda, Linda 

   OSHClub Head Office: 03 8564 9000 

 

If you would like to know further information about the Holiday Program that OSHClub provides, please see our website 

www.oshclub.com.au 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Before Care 
Activities 

Hide and Seek Twister Basketball Tricks Cooking Club UNO Champs 

After Care  
Activities 

Chalk Art Balloon Mania Colouring Fun Twister Dance 
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BULLETIN CONTRIBUTIONS 

Please email items for the Bulletin by Wednesdays 9am. For advertising prices please contact the office via 
phone or email. 

Email: belgrave.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au     Subject: Bulletin Contribution 

 

SCHOOL TERM DATES  

Term 1, 2017     30th Jan (Staff)  

      1st Feb (students) -31st    
      March 

Term 2, 2017     18th April-30th June 

Term 3, 2017     17th July-22nd September 

Term 4, 2017     9rd October– 22nd Dec 

UNIFORM SHOP 

The Uniform Shop is open MONDAYS & TUESDAYS from 3.00pm-4.00pm. 

 If you are unable to come to the shop during these hours, there are order forms  available from the 
Office which can be completed and left with payment at the Office ( Cash or Cheque only ) , your order will 

then be left at the Office for your collection. 

2017 Working Bees 

To be confirmed... 

 

2017 DATES 

Grade 6 Camp:  6th-10th February  

Grade 5 Camp:  19th-23rd June  

Grade 3/4 Camp:  18th-20th September  

mailto:belgrave.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au?subject=Bulletin%20Contribution
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Community News 


