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CLASS FORMATION POLICY

Rationale:

Children should be grouped to optimise intellectual and social development within a clear and consistent framework that creates a preferred environment for both teacher and child.

PURPOSE: 

Each class should have a similar mix of abilities and personalities, so that a cohesive combination of children who will work together productively is achieved.
Implementation:

· In consultation with colleagues at the same year level and specialist staff, classroom teachers will draw up class lists for the ensuing year based on their collective knowledge of children’s abilities, characteristics and needs.  

· All children will be asked to nominate 5 children they work well with. Consideration will be given to these lists and these lists will be kept for twelve months.

· Information of social or educational significance to grade placement must be provided to the Principal or Assistant Principal by the date nominated.  

· Parents will be welcomed to put a request in writing, about their child’s placement, to the Principal, based on educational or social needs.

· Suggested class lists will be forwarded to the Principal or Assistant Principal for consideration and finalisation.  On the basis of factors such as confidential knowledge, the Principal and Assistant Principal may amend class lists in consultation with class teachers. Once the final composition is decided, no further alterations will be made.

· Staff will be allocated to classes by the Principal following appropriate consultation with all teachers, including opportunities for written expressions of preference. 

· Classes will be announced on a designated date before the end of the school year.

Review cycle
This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s 3-year review cycle.
This policy was last updated on August 2020 and is scheduled for review in August 2023
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